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Starting Fair 


HE Chairman of the British Transport Commission, 
General Sir Brian Robertson, as we went to press 

was about to leave for London to assume the responsi- 
bilities of his office on being relieved from his political 
duties in Egypt, after it had been decided that his return 
could no longer be delayed. In two respects he is fortunate 
in taking over at this time, despite the many organisational 
and other problems that he has to tackle. First, the 
nationalised railways, road haulage, and inland waterways 
are well equipped to move all freight likely to be offered 
during the next few months, given normal winter weather, 
This is the view of the Winter Transport Central Joint 
Conference of British Transport Commission and transport 
users’ representatives, a short account of which is given on 
another page. On British Railways, improved recruitment 
of traffic staff, better wagon availability and turnround, and 
adequate engine supply should go far, with improvements 
such as a more extensive use of alternative routes for goods 
trains and reorganisation of marshalling yards, to ensure 
smooth freight working. Recent surmounting of local diffi- 
culties caused by fog is reported to be encouraging. British 
Road Services and the waterways are working well within 
their capacity. The organisation established two years ago 
to deal with winter traffic problems at both headquarters 
and district level is ready to go into action as required. 
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Secondly, the handing over of nationalised road haulage 
assets to purchasers under the Transport Act of 1953 and 
in accordance with the procedure outlined in our October 
16 issue, will not begin until next February. This will give 
the new Chairman of the Commission and his colleagues 
time to work out means of maintaining smooth working 
whilst vehicles are being sold. It will also ensure co-opera- 
tion between British Railways and British Road Services 
during the months when severe weather is most likely to 
cause local difficulties in moving traffic. 


Changes at Association of American Railroads 


T is not given to many railway officials to hold the same 
executive appointment for thirty-three years, yet this 
is the proud achievement of Dr. Julius H. Parmelee whose 
retirement as Vice-President of the Association of American 
Railroads is recorded elsewhere in this issue. Dr. Parmelee, 
who has been Director of the Association’s Bureau of Rail- 
way Economics since 1920, will be well known to several 
generations of railwaymen throughout the world, not only 
for his authorship of a famous textbook, “The Modern 
Railway,” but also for his many contributions to the meet- 
ings of learned societies and his evidence before the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission in rates and charges cases. 
He has testified before Congressional Committees and his 
Annual Review of Railroad Operations, which appears each 
year in our contemporary, the Railway Age, and is later 
published in booklet form, is regarded as a model annual 
survey. A master of transport statistics and economics, 
his name will be coupled with those of Arthur Hadley and 
Sir William Acworth as a pioneer and authority in a field 
not yet fully developed. His work may not be completed, 
as his services have been retained by the Association as a 
consulting economist. Very wisely, one who has been his 
assistant for forty years has been appointed to succeed him; 
the American railways will gain from this continuity. 


Locomotives for India 
HE success of German, Austrian, and Japanese manu- 
facturers in tendering for 400 steam locomotives for 
the Indian Railways, reported in our November 6 and 13 
issues, is attributed by Mr. W. D. Lorimer, Joint Managing 
Director of the North British Locomotive Co. Ltd., 
to the fact that firms in those countries can fix 
their prices, whereas the threat of further wage claims by 
engineers makes it impossible for British locomotive 
builders to do so. British deliveries are not being delayed 
as “fairly good clearances” of steel are being received, 
states Mr. Lorimer. The success of the Austrian tender, 
understood to be for 60 locomotives, is particularly sur- 
prising as Austria is a new entrant into this field since 
the war, though it has supplied boilers under the 1953 
programme of the Indian Government. As we mentioned 
editorially last week, the view in some quarters is that 
government subsidies, or bank loans at nominal rates of 
interest, may have assisted the firms which tendered to 
offer acceptable prices. More pertinent, however, is the 
ability of Continental manufacturers to offer contracts 
containing fixed prices and penalty clauses. 


Confirmation of Senior Appointments 


FOR well over a year all new appointments to senior 

posts throughout British Railways have been made on 
an latina basis. This procedure came into being because 
of the uncertain position created by the pending abolition 
of the Railway Executive. The recent absorption of the 
latter by the British Transport Commission has put an end 
to the period of fluidity during which it has not been pos- 
sible to make appointments on a normal permanent basis. 
On a number of occasions we have referred to the 
undesirability of maintaining this procedure longer than is 
absolutely necessary because of the uncertainty attaching 
to appointments of this kind and the effects on the staff. 
The Commission has been alive to the need for reverting 
to the normal appointment procedure as soon as practicable, 
and this position has now been reached. It has been 
decided that, with a few exceptions, senior posts will now 








562 THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


be filled on a normal permanent basis. Those which are 
already filled on an acting basis will be reviewed and 
permanent appointments made, again with a few exceptions 
where special circumstances apply. 


Capital Expenditure on Transport 


HE inadequacy of the attention paid in Britain since 
the war to the re-equipment of transport was stressed 
last week by Mr. John Elliot, Chairman of the London 
Transport Executive and President of the Institute of 
Transport, at a dinner in Birmingham of the Midland 
Section of the Institute. Transport, he said, had always 
been the Cinderella of industry, because public opinion 
took it for granted that transport men would always 
come up with the goods at the right moment. The capital 
available for the re-equipment and modernisation of the 
railways had been insufficient to do more than keep pace 
with renewals, with very few exceptions. Electrification 
of some main lines, increased application of diesel tech- 
nique for branch and connecting lines, increased output 
of modern rolling stock, a reduction in the fuel tax at the 
earliest possible moment to ease the burden on road trans- 
port, and a realistic start on trunk road rehabilitation must 
all figure prominently in the national capital expenditure 
programmes if Britain is to continue as a great producing 
and selling country. These works, he points out, must be 
planned in relation to each other, or the nation will spend 
its capital wastefully. 


Money Well Spent 


BRITISH Transport Commission publication designed 

to encourage young entrants into the civil engineering 
departments of British Railways has been criticised as a 
“jaunty waste of public money” by “Peterborough,” in 
The Daily Telegraph (November 12), who points out that 
the booklet is lavishly produced and consists largely of 
pictures. He claims that, because of its extravagance, it 
angers careers masters, who would be content with a 
cheaper production. A point that has not been clearly 
made is that the booklet has been distributed on a limited 
circulation, and that, in addition to the features described 
above, it contains full details of the nature of railway civil 
engineering, qualifications required, training involved, rates 
of pay and allowances, and presents a comprehensive 
picture of a worth-while and rewarding career to young 
men of the right sort. Here is the crux of the matter. In 
recruiting labour of every type, due consideration must be 
paid to the respective background of each class of individual 
likely to be attracted to the work in question. Since it is 
hoped to recruit educated young men to the ranks of 
railway civil engineering, why should it be deemed extrava- 
gant to approach these young men in an educated manner? 


Metropolitan-Cammell-Weymann Limited 
T HE progress achieved in twenty-one years in the design 
and construction of road passenger bodies was traced 
briefly last week by Sir Archibald Boyd, Chairman of 
Metropolitan-Cammell-Weymann Limited, at the function 
held to celebrate the twenty-first birthday of that firm. A 
brief account is given on another page. In July, 1932, 
Metropolitan-Cammell-Weymann was established as the 
sales organisation of two older concerns, the Metropolitan- 
Cammell Carriage & Wagon Co. Ltd., of Birmingham, and 
Weymann’s Motor Bodies (1925) Limited (now Weymann’s 
Limited), of Addlestone, which agreed to pool their body- 
building resources and developed along parallel lines, with 
the new company handling all sales. Sir Archibald Boyd 
referred to the extension by the Metropolitan-Cammell 
Carriage & Wagon Co. Ltd., of its building activities from 
railway rolling stock, for which it is the largest contractor 
in Europe, to bus bodies; here its experience in steel work 
techniques was of value in the development of the steel 
body. He referred also to the evolution of the chassisless 
vehicle and to production jointly with Leyland Motors 
Limited, and he indicated the scale of operations by point- 
ing out that Metropolitan-Cammell-Weymann recently 
delivered its 4,.900th vehicle to London Transport. 
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New Railways on the West Coast of India 


VIGOROUS policy of opening up the country in the 

southern extremity of the Republic of India is being 
pursued by the Southern Railway of India under the aegis 
of the Railway Board. The account given elsewhere in 
this issue shows the progress made with the new line 
between Quilon and Ernakulam, on the West Coast, which 
not only will give metre-gauge access to the port of Cochin, 
now served only by broad gauge, but will open up territory 
in Travancore now served mainly by country craft on 
the “backwaters.” Another link with the Malabar coast 
is the line projected between Mangalore on the coast and 
Hassan on the Mysore plateau, which will perform a 
similar service for country still largely devoid of transport 
facilities. Whether any improvement is planned of port 
facilities at Mangalore is not known, but construction of 
deep-water quays there would add to the usefulness of 
the new line. There is at present no port so equipped 
between Mormugao, in Portuguese territory, reached from 
the Indian railway system over the metre-gauge West of 
India Portuguese Guaranteed Railway, and Cochin. For 
some years before the last war the Mysore Durbar had 
planned direct rail access to the West Coast. 


Branches Reopened and New Deviations 


NOTHER feature of railway development in South India 
is the reopening of branch lines closed before and 
during the last war largely for economic reasons; the fact 
that the track was removed in some cases to serve on mili- 
tary railways in overseas theatres of war may have shown 
little faith in their eventual restoration to service. The 
reopening of two such branches of the former South Indian 
Railway is referred to on another page. In addition, a 
deviation line has been built through the suburbs of 
Coimbatore, which will put that expanding industrial centre 
on the former S.I.R. main line from Madras to the West 
Coast, besides giving direct rail service to the district it 
traverses. The former link line to Coimbatore, which the 
new deviation supplements, dates only from 1939, which 
shows the growth of traffic and industrial development since 
the war. Another diversion is under consideration, which 
would take the Madras-Waltair (Calcutta) East Coast main 
line of the former Madras & Southern Mahratta Railway 
through the port of Cocanada. 


A Photo-Electric Security ‘‘ Fence ”’ 
ECURITY and _ protection against sabotage unfor- 
tunately still enter into railway operating in some 
parts of the world. All kinds of methods are in use for 
detecting intruders, but guarding large areas such as stores, 
sidings, and workshops is often costly in manpower. A 
contribution to easing this problem has been made by 
a photo-electric system developed by the G.E.C., in which 
the effective range between the source of the light beam 
and the photocell on which it is directed may be as much 
as 1,000 yd. Security is increased by interrupting the 
beam at a predetermined frequency, and arranging the 
apparatus so that any other form of interruption initiates 
the warnings or other protective measures. A steady light 
such as that from a torch will not keep the equipment 
quiescent, and the interruption frequency is such that it 
cannot be counterfeited by normal means. On an over- 
seas site now being equipped in this way, an infra-red 
beam will be used so that the system will not reveal its 
presence by visible light. Conventional radio type appa- 
ratus at the receiving end amplifies the photo-cell current 
to the level required for holding the relays through which 
the warnings are operated. 


Level Crossings in Italy 

T* a recent issue of La Tecnica Professionale an article by 
Signor G. Vicuna gives details of the level crossing 

position in Italy and the effects of the growth of motor 

traffic. In 1938 there were 553,632 motor vehicles and by 

1951 the figure had increased to 1,827,000. The growth 

was most marked in the heavier types, any collision with 
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which is liable to have very serious results for a train. 
Observers at some 1,700 places recorded an average metric 
road tonnage of 2,709 per 24 hr. in 1938, and 5,432 in 
1951. The principal Continental countries recorded in- 
creased motor traffic in this period and some, notably 
Sweden, in rail traffic. Crossing accidents also have in- 
creased, but the ratio to the number of road vehicles has 
fallen, both in Italy and elsewhere. There the State rail- 
ways have 17,151 crossings, or one every 1,030 yd. There 
is one crossing to every 74 miles of highway. As yet there 
are no automatic warning signals, but 15,475 crossings have 
barriers or gates of some kind. There are 1,366 purely 
open crossings and 310 of footpath type. In 1951 there 
was one accident to every 109 crossings and 0-9 to every 
10,000 vehicles. How many were fatal does not appear, 
but compensation paid by the railways is said to have been 
very considerable. 


Locomotive Work in South Australia 
LSEWHERE in this issue some brief details are given of 
steam locomotive performance on the South Australian 
Railways. With light permanent way, which restricts loco- 
motive axle-loads to less than 16 tons, and heavy gradients, 
such as the continuous | in 45-50 inclinations out of Ade- 
laide up to Mounty Lofty summit, high speeds are hardly 
to be expected. But over the main line from Adelaide to 
Port Pirie, where the conditions are easier, it is permissible 
over certain sections to travel at as much as 70 m.p.h., 
and this speed is frequently attained by the “620” class 
4-8-4 locomotives, notwithstanding their eight-coupled 
driving wheels of no more than 5 ft. 6 in. diameter. These 
handsome machines are fine examples of modern Austra- 
lian design technique, and notwithstanding their dimen- 
sional limitations, they are capable of handling trains of 
over 500 tons in weight. On the principal trains between 
Adelaide and the Victorian border at Melbourne, they have 
now given place to diesel-electric locomotives, which are, 
however, better adapted to negotiate the extremely 
severe gradients and sharp curvature of this route, and 
before long may make possible the realisation of the wide- 
spread hope for a service without night travel between 
Adelaide and Melbourne. 


Tasmanian Problems Investigated 
HE withdrawal of passenger services outside the 
Hobart area is one of the recommendations made by 
Mr. H. H. Phillips, Chief Commercial Officer, British 
Transport Commission, in his report on the Tasmanian 
Government Railways. Mr. Phillips spent seven weeks in 
the country at the request of the Premier studying its trans- 
port problems. He covered most of the railway system, 
met all the officers and many members of the staff, 
trade union oifficials and other representatives, and studied 
many reports and much other information. In submitting 
his report Mr. Phillips records his appreciation of the 
assistance given to him by Mr. C. E. Baird, Commis- 
sioner for Transport, and Mr. C. G. C. Wayne, General 
Manager, Railways, and their principal officers. The 
report is divided into eighteen sections and is lucidly 
presented. 

The number of passengers using Hobart suburban ser- 
vices has risen by 25 per cent in five years and in the 
year ended June 30 last was 2,355,889, but although 
receipts have increased, it is estimated that some £39,000 
are lost annually. Most of the traffic is carried between 
Hobart and Claremont; that between Claremont and 
Brighton (174 miles from Hobart) is comparatively small. 
The report advocates retaining passenger trains between 
Hobart and Claremont only, with reorganisation of the 
service On a regular interval basis to permit operation by 
fewer trains and crews. Road services to Brighton would 
connect with trains at Claremont, with, if possible, through 
tickets at rail fares. The popularity of a regular interval 
service might be expected to bring in additional receipts 
of £50,000 a year. 

For most of the day the traffic between Hobart and 
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Claremont could be handled by an articulated railcar with 
its seating rearranged. During busy periods a second arti- 
culated unit with trailer would be coupled to the first. 
As it is estimated that these proposals would reduce the 
loss by about £30,000, and in view of the potential develop- 
ment of traffic, it is considered justifiable to continue sub- 
urban service. 

Outside Hobart, passenger service has declined to such 
an extent that receipts now fall short of running costs 
by more than £150,000 a year, on an estimate. Because of 
the sparsely populated country, a reduction in fares would 
merely decrease revenue further, while an increase would 
encourage passengers to use other means of transport, 
again causing loss of revenue. It is considered that there 
is little opportunity for lowering running costs; diesel rail- 
cars, economical to work, are already in use where condi- 
tions are appropriate. There is wide fluctuation in loadings 
at different times of the year. Although it is recognised 
that the general manager’s plan is to accelerate and improve 
the accommodation of some services, it is not thought that 
sufficient additional revenue would be secured. While the 
volume of traffic outside Hobart is generally insufficient 
to meet the cost of running railway services, it is enough 
to cover that of operating a road vehicle. Mr. Phillips 
therefore concludes with reluctance that the continuance 
of passenger services outside the Hobart district cannot 
be justified in view of the burden on the taxpayer imposed 
by the loss on working. To mitigate possible hardship 
to staff caused by a wholesale withdrawal of services, it is 
recommended that the withdrawal should be carried out in 
four stages over a period of up to 18 months; the Clare- 
mont-Launceston section of the main line would be left to 
the fourth stage. Surplus members of the staff should be 
given the opportunity of filling vacancies in the section 
dealing with coal and other freight business whose develop- 
ment is expected. The Road Branch of the Transport 
Commission and other State-owned services might absorb 
other suitable men. The estimated saving to the rail- 
ways if these proposals were fully carried out is about 
£100,000 a year. 

Diesel-electric traction now is responsible for about 
33 per cent of the total locomotive mileage. The average 
annual mileage run by the 29 diesel-electric locomotives in 
service during the year ended June 30 last was 34,229 
each. It is considered that with recasting of freight train 
schedules the average should be raised to 50,000 a year. 
The mileage left to be undertaken by steam locomotives 
would be reduced to about 700,000 a year. The 96 steam 
locomotives in service during the year ended June 30, 
1953, ran about 11,000 miles each. If the average were 
raised to only 17,500 miles a year, the number of steam 
locomotives could be reduced to 40; not less than 40 loco- 
motives should be disposed of or broken up. The total 
saving under this head might not be less than £30,000 a 
year. The elimination of steam locomotives from Hobart 
Depot is advocated, as enabling savings of £28,000 in 
wages to be made. A thorough examination should be 
made with the object of reducing the size of Launceston 
Workshops. 

Although Mr. Phillips did not make a detailed study of 
freight rates, he advocates increasing the rates for fertiliser 
to the level of coal rates to bring in £29,000 more annu- 
ally. If the suburban services were reorganised and the 
others were withdrawn, the present stock of 182 coaches 
could probably be reduced to 20, including diesel trailers. 
The capital value of the stock which could be scrapped is 
over £300,000. Expenditure of some £500,000 on capital 
works would be saved in addition. The standard of per- 
manent way should be improved, but the expenditure 
contemplated could be reduced if freight traffic only is car- 
ried outside Hobart. More mechanical appliances for per- 
manent way work should be considered in the interests of 
economy. The general manager’s efforts to reduce the 
quantity of stores on hand are commended. 

Hobart Station is being remodelled to provide six plat- 
form roads. As three would suffice for suburban needs, 
the rest of the station could be used as a road service ter- 
minal. The pre-planning of engine working is recom- 
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mended. The general manager’s efforts to attract more 
traffic by running a new type of express freight van 
attached to Hobart-Launceston passenger trains are en- 
dorsed; if country passenger services are withdrawn, Mr. 
Phillips does not doubt that the running of express freight 
trains formed wholly or partially with this type of stock 
will be considered. 

Suggestions are made relating to publicity, advertising, 
and other matters. If it should be decided to maintain 
country passenger services, it is recommended that the 
Commission’s rail and road services be more closely co- 
ordinated by transferring the commercial administration 
of the road services to the general manager of railways, 
leaving supply and maintenance of the road vehicles as the 
responsibility of the Road Branch. The railways should 
operate their own road freight vehicles so that they can 
offer door-to-door service. 

Mr. J. L. Madden, Minister for Transport, has an- 
nounced the Cabinet decision on the report. The Govern- 
ment, while adopting most of the recommendations, will 
not suspend all country passenger trains. There will, how- 
ever, be no additional capital expenditure on passenger 
stock until the situation is reviewed in twelve months’ time. 
Lightly patronised services on several branch lines will be 
abolished, and tests made in some cases to determine 
whether road conditions will permit bus services to be 
operated in place of passenger trains. Complete suspension 
of passenger services outside the Hobart suburban area, 
would cause the dismissal of nearly 200 railway employees. 
As most have been trained for railway working, they prob- 
ably would find it very difficult to obtain other employ- 
ment. Transfer of all passenger traffic to the roads is not 
considered desirable, as road maintenance costs would 
increase automatically as a result of the extra traffic. Mr. 
Phillips’s recommendations for greater use of diesel-electric 
locomotives and the continued use of only the more modern 
steam locomotives have been adopted, as well as his pro- 
posals for a special investigation into workshops methods. 


Sudan Developments 
HE increase in railway goods traffic over the Sudan 
Railways in recent years is shown by comparison 
between the total of 1,396,000 tons for the year 1952-53 
and the totals for 1951-52 (1,266,000), 1947 (954,000), and 
1938, the last compiete prewar year (681,000). Last year 
and for the preceding year the tonnage was roughly 
divided between import, export, and internal traffic, with a 
preponderance..of import traffic, consisting largely of 
machinery and other equipment for development of the 
country; in 1952-53 the tonnages were 543,000 import, 
448,000 export, and 405,000 internal. For 1947, the figures 
are 222,000, 318,000, and 414,000 respectively, and for 
1938 185,000, 325,000, and 171,000. There is therefore 
much variation in the proportions between these traffics 
apart from the overall expansion, depending on crops and 
other variable factors. The growth of passenger traffic 
also continues, though at a reduced pace; a total of 
2,245,000 passenger journeys was made in 1952-53, against 
2,058,000 the preceding year, and 1,089,000 in 1938. 
Despite rapidly rising costs caused by wage awards and 
increases in the price of stores the budgetary position has 
continued to be reasonably satisfactory. Including the 
catering, steamer and port services the financial results have 
been as follows :— 


i | 1938 } 1951-52 1952-53 


£E £E | £E 
Revenue se .| 2,750,022 } 8,114,990 | 9,140,983 
Working expenses | 1,594,587 6,431,437 7,085,545 
Operating surplus 1,155,435 1,683,553 2,055,438 
Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
Operating ratio 58:0 79-3 


The significance of: the progress which has occurred 
largely since the beginning of the present century can be 
appreciated when it is noted that in 1900 when operating 
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some 778 miles of railway the gross revenue was 
£E146,000. Twenty-two years later the mileage having 
increased to about 1,500, the railway revenue had multi- 
plied tenfold to £E1,500,000. Now, in 1953, with the Rail- 
ways Administration as a department of the Sudan 
Government, operating a railway and steamer service stretch- 
ing between Shellal, 200 miles inside the southern frontie: 
of Egypt, and Juba in the extreme south, a distance of 
nearly 2,000 miles, with a total mileage of almost 4,500 
of railway (3-ft. 6-in. gauge) and waterway, revenue 
exceeds £E9,000,000 with an expenditure of £E7,000,000. 

The main steamer services on all-the-year-round routes 
operate in the north from Wadi Halfa to Shellal, 210 miles, 
connecting with Egypt, and from Karima to Dongola, 180 
miles, on the main Nile; in the south from Kosti to Juba, 
900 miles, on the White Nile connecting with the Belgian 
Congo, Uganda and Kenya; and to Meshra El Req, 530 
miles, in the south-west. Port Sudan Harbour is an 
integral part of the Sudan Railways system. Besides its 
obligations as public carrier, the railway administration 
is responsible for catering services in trains and steamers 
and the management of hotels at Khartoum, Port Sudan, 
Wadi Halfa, and Juba. 

Dieselisation so far is not advanced: of the 188 main- 
line and shunting locomotives seven are diesel-electric. 
The Accounts Department at headquarters is mechanised, 
with trained female staff as punchers, sorters, and tabu- 
lators—a development perhaps unique in a country with 
the sociological and ethnic structure of the Sudan. The 
extent to which Sudanification of the staff has gone is 
shown in the small proportion of non-Sudanese, 600, 
including less than 200 British, in a total staff of 23,000. 

Expansion of the railway system continues. Construc- 
tion of the line from Sennar Junction to Singa, just over 
40 miles, has recently been completed as a first step 
towards the possible linking of Sennar with Malakal, on 
the White Nile. The detailed survey for the section of 
the line from Singa to Roseires, some 140 miles, will be 
completed early in 1954, to be followed by extension of 
the railway to Roseires. 


Developments in Locomotive Design 


F OR some time past British Railways have given much 

attention to the economical working of locomotives. 
Modern locomotives, designed with care and knowledge 
born of experience, have been improved in respect of 
mechanical defects and thermal efficiency. It is, therefore, 
only common sense to utilise these advances from the point 
of view of practical application. To this end, tests have 
been made with representative locomotives at Swindon and 
Rugby Testing Stations, details of which have already 
appeared in The Railway Gazette. To the railway engineer 
thermodynamics and the mechanics of a train are an in- 
separable link and his ultimate assessment of the locomo- 
tive rests on its economical range of operating efficiency. 

Among locomotives tested at Swindon is the former 
G.W.R. 4-6-0 type 4-cylinder “King” class locomotive No. 
6001 and the results are given in considerable detail in a 
paper delivered before the Institution of Locomotive 
Engineers on Wednesday last, by Mr. S. O. Ell of Swindon 
Testing Station who expressed the opinion that the task of 
linking the thermodynamics of the locomotive with the 
mechanics of a train falls to the design engineer. For 
many years the only form of motive power was the steam 
locomotive which, with its flexibility and the presence of 
the human element in its handling, defied precise thermo- 
dynamic analysis until the advancement of stationary test- 
ing plant, and later, of braking units, 

This gave to the steam locomotive designer the facilities 
for examining the performance and efficiency of prototypes 
and for carrying out research generally by providing con- 
trol over the rates of evaporation and combustion, enabling 
the overall efficiency of the locomotive as a power plant 
to be obtained and, furthermore, enabling this to be broken 
down into component efficiency of boiler, cylinders, and 
draught. Design methods and techniques differ, and results 
Were not often presented in a manner which could readily 
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be assimilated into design, and in a manner which could 
be readily linked with the mechanics of a train. 

Thermodynamic analysis has, in the past, been confined 
to constant speed design. The combination of constant 
speed, constant cut-off with uniform boiler pressure, and 
water level, can ensure a constant steam rate when, with 
care, a constant full rate, the basis of efficiency can be 
established. Stationary test plants, said Mr. Ell, have been 
designed, built, and run, with the maintenance of constant 
speed as a prime consideration, so much so, that in the 
minds of most, constant speed was regarded as a necessary 
condition in thermodynamic analysis rather than as a means 
to an end. 

On the other hand the mechanics of a train connotes two 
linked masses, one representing the locomotive, and the 
other the train traversing an undulated gradient section 
under a tractive force. Control and the fundamental 
approach to the general problem is the essence of design. 
The tests form the basis for allocation of the locomotive to 
the duties to which it is best suited, not merely in the more 
abstract terms of efficiency, but in terms of loads and 
fuel consumption related to routes and schedules. 


British Transport Commission Traffic Receipts 
OR British Railways merchandise and livestock traffic, 
where receipts have been rising for several weeks, the 
£9,001,000 for Period 11 is a record, and an increase 
of £260,000 over the previous four weeks and of £308,000 
or 3°5 per cent over Period 11 of last year, though the 
amount of the rate increase on December 1, 1952, was 5 
per cent. Nevertheless the recent increases are encourag- 
ing, even although the cause of them may not be apparent. 
British Railways coal class traffic receipts at £8,915,000 
are well over the amount which the 5 per cent increase in 
rates of last December would warrant, and they reflect the 
heavy coal carryings of the last few weeks. Mineral receipts 
also were the highest recorded. 

Another record in receipts was achieved by British 
Road Services for Period I1, the four weeks ended 
November 1, with receipts of £6,570,000, compared with 
£6,225,000 for the corresponding period of 1952, and with 
£6,400,000, itself a record, for Period 10 of this year. The 
reasons for these high receipts when disposal of some of 
the British Transport Commission’s road haulage assets is 
just beginning, is not clear, though a major contributory 


Four weeks to Aggregate for 


November | 44 weeks 
Incr. or Incr. or 
decr. decr. 
1953 1952 1953 1952 
£000 £000 £000 £000 
British Railways— 
Passengers nae ...| 7,776 | 7,364 412 | 99,319 96,380 + 2,939 
Parcels, etc., by passen- 
ger train ua ..| 3,075 | 2,851 |+ 224 | 32,387 | 30,144 + 2,243 
Merchandise & livestock 9,001 | 8693 + 308 91,093 89,454 + 1,639 
Minerals ... as «| 3,709 3,450 + 259 37,953 35,011 2,942 
Coal & coke ...| 8915 8,246 + 669 91,165 | 84,858 6,307 


Total British Railways ...| 32,476 30,604 + 1,872 351,917 335,847 + 16,070 


British Railways C.&D. ...| 932| 8761+ 56| 9,797] 9,547|+ 250 
British Road Services exe] 6,570 6,225 + 345 66,409 64,649 ; + 1,760 
Road Passenger Transport : ; oa 
Provincial & Scottish .. 3,625 | 3,458 |+ 167 43,022 41,042 + 1,980 
London Transport : we : 
Railways ae | 1,485 1,402 |-+ 83 15,217 15,034 4 183 
Buses & coaches ...| 3,187 | 3,086 |+ 101 34,424 | 33,306 + 1,118 
Trolleybuses & trams ... 735 718 \4 17 7,744 8,067 323 
Total London Transport ...| 5,407 | 5,206 |+ 201 | 57,385 | 56,407 |+ 978 
Ships... ... we est 718| = 6831+ —35| 10,207 | 10,327 |— 120 
Inland Waterways : Carry- i és . 
ing Sour ea? van Cee 74 |4 1 765 764 | 4 4 
Total from passengers ...| 17,049 | 16,263 |+ 786 204,770 198,895 5,875 


Total from freight, parcels 
& mails... i .«-| 32,754 | 30,863 |+ 1,891 | 334,732 | 319,685 |+ 15,047 


TOTAL FROM CARRY- | _ 
ING ACTIVITIES _ ...| 49,803 | 47,226 |+ 2,677 | 539,502 | 518,580 |+ 20,922 





cause is almost certainly the fact that earlier work by the 
staff of the former Road Haulage Executive in consolidating 
the undertaking and in building up traffic is now bearing 
fruit. 

The passenger receipts of British Railways show a 
seasonal decline of £1,092,000 on Period 10, and a small 
increase, of £412,000, over last year’s corresponding figure. 
London Transport traffics show little variation with last 
year; compared with the preceding four-week period, there 
is a slight rise in Underground and a slight fall in bus, coach 
and trolleybus receipts. Ship receipts at £718,000 show a 
slight increase of £35,000, on the corresponding period of 
1952, and are seasonally down by £331,000 on Period 10, 
mainly because of the end of the summer holiday tourist 
traffic to and from the Continent and Ireland. 

The Commission’s total receipts from its carrying 
activities for Period 11 at £49,803,000 represent an increase 
of some 5-6 per cent over the corresponding four-week 
period of last year, which is the same as for Period 
10. It would be interesting to see how far expenses have 
risen compared with last year. 


PERCENTAGE VARIATION, 1953, COMPARED WITH 1952 


Four weeks to 44 weeks to 


November | November | 

British Railways 
Passengers ... 5-5 3-0 
Parcels ’ sad ai 7-8 7-4 
Merchandise & livestock 3°5 1-8 
Minerals ‘ va 7°5 8-4 
Coal & coke 8-1 7-4 
Total ... ee ee Bee aie ida 6:1 4-7 
C. & D. services .. en a wil ios 6-3 + 2-6 
Ships ; fe ea aoe ow a 5-1 1-1 
British Road Services < ; on eee wud 5:5 2:7 
Road Passenger Transport ee - a ea + 4:8 4-8 

London Transport 
Railways wad wi er * J + 5-9 1-2 
Buses & coaches ... a an ie saa + 3:2 3-3 
Trolleybuses & trams 2-3 4-0 
Total ... eee -_— oes id aa + 3-8 1-7 
Inland Waterways ; pa ’ ia dus + 0-5 1-2 
0 


Aggregate ae ie : Sa yaa 5:6 4 


East African Traffic Trends 


THE approximate revenue of the East African Railways 

up to the end of September last was £9,260,700, 
£147,600 less than in the corresponding period of 1952. This 
decrease is attributable almost entirely to a fall in earnings 
from goods traffic both on the Kenya-Uganda-Tanga section 
and on the Tanganyika Central Line. There has been a 
slight recession in passenger receipts resulting from re- 
stricted movements of the Kikuyu tribe and to less ready 
cash among Africans generally because of crop failures in 
Kenya and Tanganyika. This has been offset by increased 
earnings from parcels traffic. A strange anomaly is pre- 
sented, for at a time when many agriculturalists and com- 
mercial interests are facing more stringent financial condi- 
tions than for several years the tendency for more traffic 
to be diverted from the ordinary goods services to the 
dearer passenger services continues. It can be explained 
only by the desire for quick transit at whatever cost in the 
face of increased competition and with the added object of 
securing early payment for goods sold. 

The decline in goods revenue on the Kenya-Uganda- 
Tanga section results from a combination of a number of 
factors, less internal movement, falling exports, and the in- 
creased imports of low-rated traffic at the expense of high- 
rated consumption goods. The emergency has affected the 
economic life of Kenya and may well account, for example, 
for the decreased exports of timber through Kilindini; com- 
pared with 20,650 tons of timber carried by rail to the coast 
by the end of September, 1952, only 14,500 tons had been 
carried in 1953. Again, by September, 1952, some 18,900 
tons of wattle bark and extract had been received at Kilin- 
dini for export: this year’s figure is about 3,000 tons less. 
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Minerals for export also have recorded significant de- 
creases—almost 30,000 tons less soda has been carried this 
year. This year cotton from the ginneries at the south end 
of Lake Victoria has moved for export via Dar es Salaam 
instead of via Kilindini as in 1952 with the result that whilst 
some 8,300 tons of cotton moved over the Kenya-Uganda 
section in September, 1952, only 2,100 tons moved during 
September this year. With all this, there has been no lessen- 
ing of the work to be performed by the railway, for move- 
ments of maize to Tanganyika earlier in the year and latterly 
movements of maize imported through Kilindini and from 
Uganda to the main consuming centres in Kenya, coupled 
with heavy movements of railway materials, have meant no 
easing of the burden. 

On the Central Line in Tanganyika severe drought leading 
to near famine conditions in many areas and the almost 
complete failure of all export crops have caused exceptional 
movements of famine relief maize from Uganda via Mwanza 
and from overseas sources via Dar es Salaam. At the same 
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time imports through Dar es Salaam have changed in 
character and few high-rated goods are being received, 
doubtless due to a satiation of the heavy demands created 
during the recent years of unprecedented prosperity, the 
final running down of the activities of the Overseas Food 
Corporation, and to an anticipated decline in purchasing 
power as a result of crop failures. Side by side with this 
the composition of Belgian imports has changed markedly 
and low-rated building materials, railway construction 
materials, and so on, have replaced high-rated consump- 
tion goods. On the Southern Highlands road services grain 
exports from Iringa ceased almost entirely after the firs: 
two months of the year, and although there have been some 
movements from Mbeya, on the whole there has been a 
marked decline in the total quantity of traffic carried ovei 
the two routes, particularly of export traffic. This is re- 
flected in the figures of traffic received from up-country at 
Dar es Salaam. In September, 1952, the figure was 21,714 
tons; in September, 1953, it dropped to 13,919. 





LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


(The Editor is not responsible for opinions of correspondents) 


Mr. H. Adams Clarke 


November 12 

Sir,—There will be many former Great Western Railway 
staff who, like myself, have read with pleasure the generous 
tribute you paid to Mr. H. Adams Clarke on his pending 
retirement in you issue of November 6, for there is no-one 
to whom tributes are more justly due. 

As a member of the Great Western Railway Sectional 
Council No. 3 for nearly twenty years representing signal- 
men, all my council colleagues and myself came to appreci- 
ate the friendly atmosphere which radiated from the 
presence of Mr. Adams Clarke. We also admired the keen 
brain and intellect of the man who was for so long the guid- 
ing hand of its counsels and decisions. 

He was always fair and just in his dealings with the staff, 
and he had a human outlook which we never failed to 
appreciate. 

That the Railway Executive made a wise choice when 
he was appointed its Chief Staff Adviser all former Great 
Western men fully appreciated, and it will be the earnest 
wish of all his friends on the trade union side that he will 
carry into his well earned retirement not only good health 
but many pleasant memories of the days of yesteryear when 
he did so much to foster good relationships between the 
Management and the Staff representatives. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. W. FRANKLIN, 


} _ President, 
National Union of Railwaymen 


Unity House, Euston Road, N.W.1 


Overhead Contact Systems 


November 11 

Sir,—My letter printed in your November 6 issue was 
intended to make a comparison between the polygonal and 
flexional systems of construction for light high voltage a.c. 
overhead traction equipment; it was not intended as a 
criticism of the high-voltage a.c. system as such, which 
might be inferred from your editorial comment. 

There is no doubt that for electrification projects over 
long distances with relatively light traffic densities, where 
adequate electrical clearances can be easily provided in 
tunnels and under bridges, the a.c. system has much to 
recommend it. The saving in cost of the fixed installations 
for both the polygonal and flexional overhead catenary 
systems, considered by themselves, will amount to a sub- 
stantial percentage of that of an equivalent 3,000-V. d.c. 
system. 

There does not appear to be any justification for assum- 


ing that the adoption of the flexional rather than the poly- 
gonal system will involve any appreciable reduction in 
capital and maintenance costs, 
Yours faithfully, 
C. E. ALLEN 
474, Aigburth Road, Liverpool, 19 


Through Services from Channel Ports 


November 13 

Sir,—Although I doubt greatly your editorial assertion 
appended to my letter in your November 13 issue, that few 
travellers between Britain and other European countries 
wish to avoid London, I would mention that you have your- 
self quite unwittingly hit the nail on the head. You say 
“The through trains and carriages . . . serve important 
places en route and do not exist exclusively for traffic 
with the U.K.” The services which I suggest in this 
country would do the same, i.e., would cater for the inland 
traveller going across country between important places as 
well as the traveller from abroad. 

That there is a considerable demand for avoiding 
London, at least by British travellers going abroad, is shown 
by the number of through services from the North to the 
East and South Coasts for inland travellers. The difference 
is that whereas the French and Belgians and Dutch have 
“integrated” their inland with their international connec- 
tions, we do all we can to divorce them, so that the resident 
in “important places” between, say, London and Dover, 
apart from those living beyond London, cannot even get 
a train to Dover Marine without going back to London 
first, though before the war through services did exist. 

All we need is more careful timing of the existing admir- 
able cross-country services, with a call at, or a through 
coach to and from, the appropriate harbour station. For 
example, the Birkenhead to Dover and Deal train should 
connect with the afternoon Folkestone-Calais and Dover- 
Ostend sailings. This train serves Liverpool, Birkenhead, 
Chester, Wolverhampton, Birmingham, Oxford, Reading, 
Guildford, all important places, but arrives Folkestone 
Central at 4.8 p.m. and Dover Priory at 4.22, whilst the 
steamers sail from Folkestone Harbour and Dover Marine 
in summer at 4.15 and 4.50 respectively. 

The Newcastle to Southampton and Bournemouth train 
should have a through coach to Southampton Docks and 
run about one hour later to connect with the Le Havre, St. 
Malo, and Channel Islands steamers. Many other examples 
might be given. 

Yours faithfully, 
G. H, HAFTER 
107, Mortlake Road, Kew 
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Colour Light Signalling 
A red aircraft warning light on top of 
the 150-ft. aerial at the new B.B.C. 
transmitter at Bexhill is reported to have 
been mistaken by drivers on the nearby 
Southern Region line for a signal at 
danger. 
Pliers in the Works 
A traffic examiner of the Ministry 
of Transport stated that pliers had to 
be used to turn off the engine of a 
lorry. It would have taken the lorry 
200 ft. to stop at 1S m.p.h. on the 
handbrake. The body panels were tea 
cases nailed on.—From the “ News 
Chronicle.” 


Scottish Locomotive Scrapping 
Withdrawals 

Two famous classes of Scottish loco- 
motive have become extinct, according 
to a correspondent. No. 54650, one of 
Pickersgill’s “60” class Caledonian 
+-6-Os, classified “4MT” by British 
Railways, is believed to have been the 
last Scottish pre-grouping engine of this 
wheel arrangement to survive. The 
other withdrawal is No. 62464, the last 
of the class “ D33” 4-4-Os introduced 
on the North British Railway by Reid 
in 1909. 


Marking Ais Gill Summit 

Two vitreous enamelled signs, one of 
which is illustrated below, have been 
fixed at Ais Gill Summit by British Rail- 
ways, London Midland Region. The 
signs, each 2 ft. x 8 ft., are placed one 
on each embankment parallel to the 
track, by milepost 259}. 

Ais Gill, the highest point between 
Leeds and Carlisle on the main line of 
the former Midland Railway, at an alti- 
tude of 1,167 ft., was the scene of a seri- 
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ous collision between two southbound 
expresses on September 2, 1913. 


Railway Psychology 

Most people are uneasily aware that 
the problem of the Railway is far from 
being settled. From occasional rumbl- 
ings of complaint they guess that some- 
where herculean efforts are being made 
to bring this giant Victorian toy into 
some sort of valid economic relationship 
with our own age. Yet hardly any 
thought seems to be given to one of the 
most important elements in this prob- 
lem—the unique Railway psychology. 
No other heavy industry has this duality 
of machines and men, this corporate 
feeling of being on the inside, looking 
out at humanity and trying to classify it. 
The little arched window where you 
buy a ticket is an observation point 
through which the Railway looks at you, 
not the other way round. 

You are trying to decide whether to 
speak trustfully through the hole in the 
glass or bend to shout under it, when 
suddenly you are aware of a man in 
shirtsleeves there, looking at you. He 
whispers something to a colleague out 
of sight. He gives you your ticket with 
a slightly worried air. You are another 
unpredictable human soul let into this 
safe mechanical world, this huge 
demonstrator’s model of classical 
mechanics. To the Railway, man is a 
thinking parcel. 

This is obvious from any Railway 
publication. Consider, for instance, 
this fantasy the Railway has about Mail 
Carts. In the handbill covering services 
to the Midlands it says that the passen- 
ger train rate for Mail Carts (Not 
Folded) between London and Birming- 
ham its Ils. 3d. and for dogs Ils. 7d.— 
that is, 4d. more; but from Coventry 


ad 


LEVEL 


Sign at Ais Gill, the highest point on the Leeds-Carlisle line 


SCRAP HEAP 


or Leamington Spa the charges are: 
Mail Carts 8s. 9d. dogs 8s. 5d. Here 
dogs cost 4d. less. Underneath are 
these mysterious words : — 

Return Tickets for Dogs, Bicycles, 
Children’s Mail Carts and Perambula- 
tors are issued at the above single 
rates at Owner’s Risk available for 
the same period as the ticket held by 
the passenger. 

t is almost impossible not to con- 
clude from this that the Railway got 
all its ideas about children from Hans 
Andersen in the nineteenth century. It 
is convinced that somewhere, behind its 
back, there is this extraordinary Child- 
ren’s Post Office....The Railway 
“knows” this Children’s Post Office is 
somewhere in the Midlands in the same 
way that the Irish “know” about the 
Little People; and with a Victorian 
genius for children’s nonsense like that 
of Lewis Carroll and Lear, it makes this 
joke with the 4d., a nonsense rhyme in 
arithmetic.—Paul Jennings in “The 
Observer.” 


New Tales of Hoffmann 
The debunking season is on, 
For a gent from the Land of the Dollar, 
One Hoffmann (significant name!), 
Is getting hot under the collar. 


He sacked William S. as a sham 

And, causing no end of a stir, made 

Extravagant claims for a chap 

Bumped off in a _ brawl at 
Mermaid.” 


“ The 


This staggering theory leaves 
Traditionalists rather shaken; 

It must be a facer as well 

For other queer folk who back Bacon. 


Indeed, it may jeopardise peace 
And have most severe repercussions 
On Slavonic types, who assert 
Bill lifted the lot from the Russians. 


The railways must also beware; 

Just think what a rare lot of duffers 
They'd look, if they swallowed this yarn 
And rushed to re-name certain puffers! 


And what about Shakespeareland 
Tours, 

If they yield to these dastardly 
doubtings? 


Imagine the headaches in store 
Devising alternative outings! 


Porter Bill, having views of his own, 

And inclined to pooh-pooh the whole 
story, 

Opined that, if Shakespeare was “ out,” 

Errol Flynn ought to have all the glory. 


For amity’s sake I'd accept 
Anything, but I shrink from the shock it 
Might give railway pundits to learn 
That Bing Crosby invented the 

“ Rocket ”! 


But far greater questions absorb 
The attention of most of the nation; 
Will Sunderland sign Danny Kaye 
And Chelsea escape relegation? 

A. B. 
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OVERSEAS RAILWAY AFFAIRS 


VICTORIA 


Korumburra-Jumbunna Line Closed 


The six-mile branch from Korumburra 
to Jumbunna in a former coal mining 
district has been closed. This branch 
left the main South Gippsland line from 
Melbourne to Yarram at Korumburra. 
Other branches in this region have been 
closed in recent years. 


CANADA 


Tunnel Enlargements 

The new “scenic dome” observation 
lounge cars, part of a $38,000,000 order 
for 155 streamlined Budd stainless steel 
cars to re-equip the transcontinental 
trains of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
will go into service next year. Work has 
begun on enlarging the first of 44 tunnels 
in British Columbia to accommodate 
the new observation cars. The five-mile 
Connaught Tunnel under Mount Mac- 
donald and the spiral tunnels east of 
Field are being inspected for clearances. 

Mr. T. W. Creighton, District Engi- 
neer, Vancouver, C.P.R., said that it was 
not that the new cars could not be 
handled with present clearances, but they 





(From our correspondents) 


were providing maximum room for ex- 
pected spring action, particularly on 
curves, in view of the greater springiness 
of the stock. 

The first tunnel to be inspected was 
one of 200 ft. near Cherry Creek, 14 
miles west of Kamloops. A template of 
required tunnel dimensions was first 
passed through the curving bore. Rock 
projections which exceed newly speci- 
fied heights and widths are being blasted 
and chipped away. The 44 tunnels re- 


ferred to include the 4,579-ft. tunnel 
under Vancouver; the 1,459-ft. Long 
Tun tunnel near Spuzzum, and the 


584-ft. Black Canyon, near Basque. 


UNITED STATES 


Improved Access to Omaha 

On September 14 the Chicago, Rock 
Island & Pacific Railroad brought into 
service 34 miles of new main line, laid to 
heavy modern high-speed standards, to 
improve its access to Omaha. Hitherto 
running has been hampered over the 
final 63 miles of the Rock Island 
Chicago-Omaha main line by gradients 
and curves, but these are largely elimin- 
ated by the 34 miles of new trackage 











Examining tunnel walls for clearance for C.P.R. dome cars ; irregular projecting 
rock likely to foul the vehicles is cut away 


from Atlantic, Iowa, 
where the Chicago 
Omaha line is joined. 
The Rock Island has obtained runnin 
powers over the C.G.W. for 12 miles 
the outskirts of Council Bluffs—ac: 
the Missouri River from Omaha—an 
here a new one-mile spur brings the 
Rock Island trains back to their own 
line. The section of C.G.W. line con- 
cerned has been brought up to fast ri 
ning standards, and will in future come 
under Rock Island operation. The new 
cut-off reduces the previous Rock Island 
distance of 503 miles between Chicago 
and Omaha by over ten miles, ap 
from the possibilities of increased speed 
resulting from the elimination of curve 
and so should make possible more effec- 
tive competition with the Burlington (496 
miles), Chicago & North Western (488), 


to McClelland. 
Great Western 


to 


and Milwaukee (488) routes. 
Automatic Retarder Control 
A new form of retarder has been 


devised for use in mechanised marshal- 
ling yards in which ultra-high-frequency 
radiation is used to control the speed of 
wagons as they pass through the rail- 
brakes into the sidings. The weighi- 
detector unit is located alongside one 
of the rails at the approach to the first 
retarder as the wagon comes off the 
hump. As the wagons roll over this 
device, preliminary controls are estab- 
lished on the basis of whether the wagon 
is a light, a medium, or a heavy load. 


Next, the ultra-high-frequency  elec- 
tronic device, installed between the 


rails, measures the speed of the wagon 
or cut of wagons, as they approach, and 
in combination with the weight-detecto 
unit applies braking of the intensity 
necessity for the wagon or wagons to 
leave the retarder at the correctly re- 
duced speed. The contro] machine also 
includes conventional manual control, 
for use when necessary. The first ex- 
perimental installation, devised by the 
General Railway Signal Company, has 
been in satisfactory service for the last 
eighteen months. 


ITALY 


New Connection Near Rome 


A new double-track line, 184 miles 
long, being built to the north of Rome, 
will connect the Genoa-Pisa-Rome and 
Florence-Rome main lines. Its object 
is to shorten the route from Pisa by 
avoiding the wide detour around the 
hill range to the west and south-west 
of the capital. It branches from the 
Pisa-Rome line at Maccarese-Fregene, 
213 miles from Rome _ Termini, 
rises for about 24+ miles and after cross- 
ing the trunk road which was the old 
Roman Via Aurelia (where an inter- 
mediate station named Aurelia has been 
built) enters a tunnel five miles long, 
the longest tunnel on the line. The 
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tunnels will total 6} miles in length. 
There are to be five intermediate 
stations. The building of the line has 
necessitated the deviation of a section 
of the Rome-Civitacastellana-Viterbo 
line, and of the River Aniene, a tribu- 
tary of the Tiber. A bridge will carry 
the line across the Tiber about four 
miles north of the city to a marshal- 
ling yard built along the eastern bank 
where the Rome-Florence line skirts 
the Aeroporto dell’Urbe (the airport 
mainly used by internal air services). 

The new line has been designed for 
speeds of up to 80 m.p.h. as it is in- 
tended to divert a number of fast trains 
from the Genoa and Pisa line from the 
old route, saving some nine miles in 
distance. Goods trains using the new 
loop and the new marshalling yard will 
benefit by avoiding the severe conges- 
tion at the other goods stations of the 
capital. The cost of the line will be 
about lire 7,000 million. 


SWITZERLAND 
Old Hauenstein Line Electrified 


Electric traction was introduced on 
October 4 on the single-track standard- 
gauge line between Sissach and Olten, 
113 miles, via the old Hauenstein Tun- 
nel, the original route of a section of the 
Basle-Olten main line. It became a 
secondary line, served by stopping trains 
only and used as a relief section for the 
goods traffic after the lower, double- 
track main line between Olten and 
Sissach was opened in 1916. The original 
Olten-Sissach line was opened in two sec- 
tions, Sissach-Liufelfingen in 1857, and 
Liufelfingen-Olten in 1858. The ruling 
gradient is 1 in 38, compared with | in 
133 of the newer route. 


High-Capacity Suburban Trains 


It has been calculated that the general 
introduction of the mew suburban 
coaches will enable a train of ten such 
vehicles to seat 920 passengers, the 
length of such a train being 777 ft. and 
its weight 270 tonnes. This compares 
favourably with the existing lightweight 
trains of twelve coaches, 895 ft. long 
and weighing 345 tonnes, though offer- 
ing the same seating capacity as the 
trains of the newest stock. 


FRANCE 


Containers for International Traffic 


Tests have been carried out by the 
Compagnie Nouvelle des Cadres and 
the Transfesa Company to determine 
the possibility of using small ventilated 
containers, belonging to a Spanish com- 
pany and made available by the Spanish 
National Railways, for the conveyance 
of fruit traffic from Spain to France. 
At present, traffic moves across the 
Spanish-French frontier without tran- 
shipment only by the use of Transfesa 
wagons equipped with interchangeable 
axles, and the containers, if successful, 
will make possible an increase in 
through traffic. 
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The containers have a volume of 120 
cu. ft. and can carry a load of 1:5 
tonnes; the tare weight varies from 
9 cwt. to 11 cwt. They are fitted with 
small casters which enable them to be 
moved on to or off wagons by hand, or 
they may be lifted by crane. 

As an experiment, ten of these con- 
tainers were used to move ten tonnes 
of lemons in bulk from Villaréal to the 
Paris market. The containers were 
loaded in two covered vans, and at 
Hendaye they were unloaded and re- 
loaded on standard-gauge flat wagons 
by six men in 1+ hr.; with practice this 
time could be reduced to about 50 min. 
in comparison with the 3 hr. necessary 
to unload a ten-fonne wagon load of 
fruit and to re-load the contents into a 
standard-gauge wagon. 


Metal Baggage Vans 

A new type of all-metal two-axle bag- 
gage van has been constructed to over- 
come the present shortage of this type of 
stock. The overall length of the vehicle 
is approximately 43 ft. 4 in., with a 
wheel-base of 26 ft. 3 in. The van is 
divided into two end compartments for 
baggage, each 15 ft. 10 in. long by 8 ft. 
4 in. wide, with a central section for the 
use of the guard. This central section 
measures 6 ft. 9 in. by 8 ft. 4 in. and in- 
cludes an armchair type of seat, luggage 
rack, steel chest for valuable articles, 
which has an oak top forming a table, 
two sets of pigeon holes, and small toilet 
compartment. 

The guard’s compartment is heated 
either by a _ thermostatically-controlled 
steam radiator fitted with a heating plate, 
or by an electric radiator. Lighting is 
by electricity generated by a dynamo 
operated by the axle, and by accumula- 
tors. Lights throughout the train can 
also be operated by remote control in 
the van. 

Access to the baggage compartments 
is through sliding doors on each side of 
the vehicle and from the guard’s compart- 
ment through smaller sliding doors. 
Normal type doors on each side of the 
vehicle give direct access to the guard’s 
compartment. 


DENMARK 


Probing the Cause of a Slip 


On May 30, a part of the embank- 
ment of the Silkeborg-Kjellerup Rail- 
way, a private railway in Jutland, gave 
way during the passage of a heavy 
goods train, and two railwaymen lost 
their lives. The embankment of the 
single-track railway, which was built 30 
years ago, is 20 ft. high at this point, 
crossing a stretch of moorland where 
firm soil is not encountered until 23 ft. 
below ground in places. 

It was at first suspected, suggested by 
the presence of fine-grained water- 
logged sand, that the slip may have 
been caused by hydrostatic pressure in 
the embankment fill, but this could not 
be confirmed by extensive test borings 
since carried out. Nor is there any 
probability that the slip was caused by 


569 


a failure of the subsoil, as, in spite of 
careful examination, no crack or dis- 
placement of the ground outside the 
slope base could be found. There re- 
mains only one possible explanation, 
that a clay pocket which was allowed 
to remain in the sand fill had been 
deposited in such a way that the sur- 
face of the clay tended to form a 
natural sliding surface below the track. 


GERMANY 


Extension of Berlin Underground 

Negotiations on the extension of the 
Berlin underground railway system have 
progressed so far that work may begin 
soon On the northward extension of the 
north-south line from Seestrasse to 


Tegel. The properties affected have 
already been acquired by the City ° 
authorities. The first section, from See- 


strasse to Schuhmacherplatz (Reinick- 
endorf) will be sub-surface; that from 
Schuhmacherplatz to a point shortly be- 
fore the Tegel terminus will be on the 
surface. 


HUNGARY 


New Electric Locomotive 

A new heavy-duty electric locomotive, 
stated to be of the Bo-Co type, has gone 
into production at the works of Mavag 
and the Klement Gottwald electrical 
works. The total horsepower developed 
is 3,200. On test one of these engines 
hauled 17 coaches, totalling 600 tons, 
between Gydr and Hegyeshalom (70 
miles) and back six times in one day. 


Electrification 

Considerable extension of electrifica- 
tion is being undertaken. Work is in 
progress on the first 40-mile section of 
the Budapest-Miskolc line; electrification 
of the Budapest-Szov, Budapest-Szolnok, 
and Budapest-Pusztaszaboles lines will 
begin subsequently. 


JUGOSLAVIA 


Loan of Wagons to Turkey 

Co-operation with Turkey has ex- 
tended to a loan of 1,000 Jugoslav 
goods wagons made to the Turkish State 
Railways upon their request early in the 
current autumn with a view to cover 
Turkish transport requirements. The 
wagons reached Turkey via Salonica, 
and may be used for domestic transport 
only. 

This was the second batch of Jugoslav 
wagons lent to Turkey in 1953. The first 
batch of 1,000 wagons was loaned early 
this year. 

Jugoslavia has been able to lend 2,000 
wagons to Turkey because its wagon 
fleet of some 60,000 is 18 per cent above 
prewar level. The latter total com- 
prised 20 per cent narrow-gauge wagons, 
of which the percentage now is lower be- 
cause of conversion to standard gauge; 
only one narrow-gauge railway, between 
Niksic and Titograd, 34 miles, 2-ft. 6-in. 
gauge, has been built since the war. 
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Railway Construction in South India 


Diversion of former S.I.R. main line at Coimbatore: new 
lines on West Coast: restoration of dismantled branches 


November 20, 1953 





A’ important new construction on 

the Southern Railway completed 
in recent months is the diversion of 
the former South Indian Railway broad- 
gauge main line from (Madras) 
Jalarpet to Mangalore, Cochin, and 
the West Coast from between Sulur and 
Singanallur (Irugur) to Coimbatore 
North, some nine miles. 

Coimbatore is one of the largest in- 
dustrial centres in South India. During 
the two world wars, it developed con- 
siderably in industry and trade, and 
consequently in population also. When 
originally the 5-ft. 6-in. gauge line was 
constructed in 1873, the main line from 
Madras to the West Coast passed at a 
distance of about four miles from 
Coimbatore to the east direct to 
Podanur, Coimbatore itself being 
served only by the  Podanur- 
Mettupalaiyam branch. Mettupalaiyam 
was then the railhead for the Nilgiri 
Hills, the metre-gauge Nilgiri line being 
built later from Mettupalaiyam to 
Coonoor and subsequently to Ootaca- 
mund. 

The necessity for placing this big in- 
dustrial centre on the main line had 
been felt for a long time. The ques- 
tion came under active consideration 
several times in the past. As a cheap 
expedient, a short link between the 
main and branch lines was provided 
near Podanur in 1939, which enabled 


passenger trains running over the main 
line to go up to Coimbatore, reverse 
and return from there. This practice 
was in force for some years, but did 
not prove satisfactory. 


Expansion of Coimbatore 


The new diversion, which was 
brought into use from January 1, 1953, 
eliminates this reversal and at the same 
time brings Coimbatore on to the main 
line. It also has the great advantage 
of skirting the north of Coimbatore 
from east to west. Coimbatore is 
rapidly expanding. Geographical limi- 
tations allow no scope for expansion 
of the town to the south and west and 
thus expansion is limited to the north 
and east. The areas now’ under 
development would be served by the 
new diversion. It was possible to locate 
suburban stations on this link which 
facilitate short-distance passenger move- 
ments within the urban area. 

The inset on the accompanying map 
shows the new arrangement of lines, 
but space does not allow of indicating 
the layout as between broad and metre 
gauge. Trains from Dindigul run via 
Pollachi to Podanur and thence round 
the west spur to Coimbatore, which 
complicates the track arrangements. 

The current timetables show the 
“ Nilgiri Express,” between Madras and 
Mettupalaiyam, as running over the 


new diversion to Coimbatore, where ii 
reverses. The “Cochin Express’ 
(Madras-Cochin Harbour) runs over thie 
diversion to Coimbatore, thence to 
Podanur and westwards. The “ Manga- 
lore Express” is shown as running over 
the old main line direct to Podanur and 
onwards without touching Coimbatore. 


Shoranur-Nilambur Line Reopened 


The branch from Shoranur, on the 
broad-gauge West Coast main line, to 
Nilambur, was originally constructed in 
1925-26 and was opened for traffic in 
February, 1927. During the last war, 
the Government of India, in consulta- 
tion with the Government of Madras, 
ordered the closure of the entire sec- 
tion and the line was dismantled in 
December, 1940. It is understood that 
the track was transported for use in an 
overseas theatre of war. 

The Railway Board in 1951 sanc 
tioned the restoration of this as a broad- 
gauge line at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 6,000,000. Restoration work was 
taken in hand in June, 1952, and the 
first stage comprising the Shoranur- 


Angadipuram-Nilambur section was 
opened for traffic last April. 
Further construction on _ the 


Angadipuram-Nilambur section is in 
progress and it is anticipated that this 
length may be opened for traffic next 
March. The restored line is laid 
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exactly on the original 
of the branch before it 
mantled in 1940. 


Madura-Bodinayakanur 


The metre-gauge Madura-Bodinaya- 
kanur branch was originally constructed 
in 1927-28 and was opened for traffic 
in December, 1928. The line was closed 
during the world economic depression 
of the 1930s. In the world war of 
1939-45 the Central Government, in 
consultation with the Government of 
Madras, ordered dismantlement of the 
line, and the track is believed to have 
been taken overseas as in the case of 
the Nilambur branch, except for a short 
length retained as a ballast quarry sid- 
ing. In 1951, the Railway Board sanc- 
tioned the restoration of this railway at 
an estimated cost of Rs.4,000,000. 

The restoration work was taken in 
hand in October of that year and the 
first stage comprising the Madura- 
Usilampatti section was completed in 
August, 1953, and was opened in Sep- 
tember. The Usilampatti-Bodinaya- 
kanur section is expected to be opened 
for traffic next April. 

The restored line takes off from the 
southern end of Madura station yard 
and after taking a right turn towards 
the west, it runs more or less in a 
westerly direction up to Usilampatti. 
The section between Madura and 
Nagamalai station, five miles, was not 
dismantled in 1942 but was retained as 
a ballast siding for running out ballast 
from. the quarries near the latter station. 
The track and bridges of this length 
have been left undisturbed during 
restoration, as they were adequate for 
passenger traffic with the class of 
engines proposed. 

Though Bodinayakanur is situated 
near the Annamalai Hills, the branch 
does not seem to have carried much tea 
traffic and other hill produce. Passen- 
ger traffic to and from the hill station of 
Kodaikanal mostly is carried by road to 
and from Kodaikanal Road station on 
the (Madras) Trichinopoly - Madura 
metre-gauge main line of the former 
S.LR 


alignment 
was dis- 


Quilon-Ernakulam Link 


One of the most important new lines 
now under construction in the Republic 
of India and among the greatest civil 
engineering projects since completion 
shortly after Partition of the Assam 
Link line, is the 96-mile metre-gauge line 
near the southern extremity of the West 
Coast between Quilon, in Travancore, 
on the former S.I.R. Madura-Trivan- 
drum metre-gauge line, and Ernakulam 
in Cochin, on the broad - gauge 
Shoranur - Cochin Harbour _ branch, 
which also formed part of the S.LR. 
The new line under construction at a 
cost of some Rs.55,000,000 is divided 
into sections as under: 





Section Miles 

Quilon-Mavelikarai ... ‘ | 30°40 
Mavelikaral-Kottayam ie i 28°60 
Kottayam-Ernakulam eee i 37°25 
Total 96°25 


The line will give metre-gauge access 
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from the south to the well-equipped 
port of Cochin, and open up the country 
through which it passes. The amount of 
earthwork and bridging involved is said 
to be heavy. Much of the traffic, 
both goods and passenger, in this 
region is conveyed by boat along the 
“ backwaters.” 


Renigunta-Gudur Conversion 


Sanction is awaited from the Railway 
Board of conversion from metre to 
broad gauge of the 52-mile line from 
Renigunta, on the Madras-Raichur 
(Bombay) main line of the former 
Madras & Southern Mahratta Railway, 
to Gudur, on the Madras-Waltair 
(Calcutta) line, also a broad-gauge line 
of the former M.S.M.R. The estimated 
cost is Rs. 18,000,000. 


Mangalore-Hassan Line Survey 

A preliminary aerial survey is to be 
carried out for a new line between Man- 
galore, terminus of the former S.I.R. 
West Coast line from Madras, and 
Hassan in Mysore, on the Mysore City to 
Arsikere metre-gauge line of the former 
Mysore State Railway, now part of the 
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Southern Railway. The gauge proposed 
is not known, but metre seems likely to 
be chosen. 

In addition to opening up the coun- 
try it will traverse, the new line will give 


the State of Mysore direct railway 
access to the West Coast, though 
whether it is proposed to improve 


and modernise the present restricted 
harbour facilities at Mangalore is not 
stated. 


Other Projects 


The Railway Board has directed that 
estimates be prepared for restoration of 
the dismantled Tirupattur-Krishnagiri 
and Morappur-Hosur lines, both of 
them former narrow-gauge feeders 
to the South Indian Railway broad. 
gauge main line between (Madras) 
Jalarpet and Erode (Coimbatore and 
West Coast). 

In addition diversion of the East Coast 
(Madras-Waltair-Calcutta) main line is 
being considered, to take it through 
Cocanada, at present the terminus of 
a short broad-gauge branch running 
from Samalkot, on the East Coast 
main line. 


Mechanical Track Cleaner 


Clearing up coal 


"THE spillage of coal in marshalling 
yards is a matter of constant con- 
cern. At present clearance is done by 
hand only, and to avoid line possession 
during normal working periods such 
work has mostly to be undertaken on 
Sundays, with correspondingly high 
labour costs. 

To reduce these costs and improve the 
working of yards, British Railways are 


experimenting at Whitemoor Yard, 
Eastern Region, with a track clean- 
ing machine, known as the Model 


56 Speed Loader Trak-Kleener, which 
is manufactured by the Pettibone- 
Mulliken Corporation, Chicago. 





and spoil in yards 


The’ machine is suitable for picking 
up and loading loose spoil, coal, gravel 
and ballast. Mounted on six 13 x 24 
pneumatic-tyred wheels, it can traverse 
tracks, operating with wheels astride the 
* four-foot.” 

The spoil is picked up on the dredg- 
ing principle and is then transferred 
by conveyor belts to wagons standing 
behind or on adjoining lines. As the 
original machine was designed to oper- 
ate on flat-bottom track, it was neces- 
sary to modify the bucket-feed arrange- 
ment to suit bullhead track. The trials 
are understood to be proving satis- 
factory. 


The track cleaner on trial at Whitemoor Yard, Eastern Region 
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Container-Trailers in South Africa 


HE South African Railways have 
decided to acquire 150 five-ton 
container-trailers, at a cost of about 
£150,000 from J. H. Plane & Co. Ltd., 
Johannesburg. They are larger than the 
three three-ton container-trailers put into 
service experimentally in 1950 and 
described in our September 29, 1950, 
issue. 

In his report for the year ended 
March 31, 1952, the General Manager 
referred to the heavy demand for these 
first container-trailers, much in excess of 
what could be met. He said that funds 
had been set aside for the acquisition 
of 200 larger-capacity units to allow the 
system to be put to far greater and more 
varied use by both commercial and in- 
dustrial concerns. Two prototype 
chassis for these units were stated to be 
nearing completion at the time when the 
General Manager’s report was signed 
on December 15, 1952, and work on 
the body design was well advanced. It 
was then said to be the intention to 
consult organised commerce and _ in- 
dustry before this aspect was brought 
to finality so that a design could be 
evolved which would be suitable for 
the conveyance of as many as possible 
of the types of traffic offering. 

The first trailers had a capacity of 
522 cu. ft. and were fitted with hinged 
partitions permitting division into three 
compartments. The new type meas- 
ures 20 ft. x 7 ft. and has a capacity 
of 850 cu. ft. They convey up to five 
tons weight of goods. The containers 
are insulated against heat and the in- 
teriors are fitted with cleats to facilitate 
lashing the contents against movement. 
A movable partition, carried in a 
special cradle in the underframe of the 
vehicle, can be used to divide the 
vehicle into two compartments that can 
be locked and sealed. 

Technical devices, including an 
adjustable screw-type rubber buffer to 
prevent movement of the vehicles after 
they have been loaded on to wagons, 
and adjus‘able telescopic packs to re- 
lieve the tyres and springs of weight 
while in transit by rail, have been 
provided. 


Door-to-Door Service 


The vehicles meet the demand for a 
direct door-to-door by road-rail-road 
transport service of unpacked house- 
hold furniture and general merchan- 
dise. Goods are packed into the con- 
tainer-trailers at the sender’s premises 
and are not handled again until off- 
loaded by the consignee at his door. 
The necessity for packing goods in ex- 
pensive returnable containers is 
obviated. 

To ensure that no pilferage takes 
place en route senders seal each com- 
partment, which is thereafter locked by 
railwaymen by a special type of pad- 
lock. Consignees can tell at a glance 


Vehicles of larger capacity on 
order to meet increased demand 


if the seals provided by senders are in- 
tact before accepting the container- 
trailer for offloading. As each com- 
partment may be loaded by a different 
sender the locking device provides ade- 
quate protection against incorrect 
deliveries taking place. A notable fact 
is that no claims have yet had to be 
paid in respect of pilferage or damage 
to goods, much of which is of a 
fragile nature, conveyed in container- 
trailers. 
Original Order Increased 

The success attained with the experi- 
mental container-trailers has been such 
that furniture manufacturers alone have 
intimated that they can use 100 of the 
150 vehicles that are being placed in 
service. This was one of the reasons 
why the Railway Administration 
decided to increase the fleet from 100 
(the original total ordered). The con- 
tainer-trailers are particularly suitable 
for the conveyance of enamel-ware, 
electrical goods, stoves, refrigerators, 
glass-ware, household furniture and 
articles that are normally packed at 
considerable expense, but experience 
has proved that any type of merchan- 
dise can be safely and efficiently con- 
veyed from door to door. 

A large industrial concern, which had 
been using a container-trailer on an ex- 
perimental basis, asked the S.A.R. 
whether in view of the increasing out- 
put of its factory, which had to be con- 
veyed to its branches on the coast, an 
arrangement could be made for it to 


obtain the constant use of one or more 
of the vehicles in the new order. 

Particulars of requirements may be 
telephoned to the goods depot and the 
applicant is advised of the time and 
date that the vehicle will be placed for 
loading. After the loading is com- 
pleted, the doors are sealed by the con- 
signor and locked by a railwayman and 
the container-trailer is hauled to the 
goods depot where it is loaded on to a 
wagon and secured in position by means 
of adjustable buffers and jacks. On 
arrival at destination it is offloaded by 
railway servants and hauled to con- 
signee’s door by a departmental vehicle. 

Expeditious Transit 

Wagons carrying container-trailers 
are given expeditious transit and are not 
loose shunted. Provided goods are 
properly stacked in the vehicles it is un- 
likely that articles will be damaged in 
transit, if the experience with the first 
container-trailers is a guide. 

Apart from the door-to-door facility 
which they offer, the container-trailers 
should help to reduce claims payments 
by the S.A.R. which in 1952-53 were 
no less than £647,678, an increase of 
more than £123,000 on the preceding 
year’s figure. 

A booklet describing the new type of 
container-trailer is being issued and will 
be obtainable from system managers of 
the South African Railways, who will 
also give information about the charges 
applicable to goods conveyed in these 
vehicles. 





Electronic Flaw Detector 
Portable device for inspecting rail 
joints used on Pennsylvania Railroad 


A HAND-CARRIED _ electronic 

device which inspects rail joints 
to the core of the steel by supersonic 
means is now in use on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. It adds to safety of opera- 
tion and goes far to lessen the neces- 
sity for the traditional methods of track 
inspection by gangers. 

The “audigage” flaw detector, as it 
is known, is reported by Pennsylvania 
Officials to detect imperfections that may 
develop in the rail at the ends, at points 
and crossovers, and through paved level 
crossings long before flaws become 
visible to the eye. It augments other 
electronic devices employed to inspect 
the internal structure of rails generally. 

The audigage is carried and operated 
by one man. It consists of a long- 
handled detector unit about the size of 
a paperweight, electronic equipment 
carried in a small pack on the operator’s 
back, and a pair of earphones. As 
the operator slides the detector unit 
along the top of the rail at a joint, he 


hears in the earphones a steady, high- 
pitched tone which descends to a burr 
whenever the detector passes over an 
imperfection. Should a flaw be dis- 
covered, the bolts and joint bars are 
removed to permit complete examina- 
tion of the rail and its replacement. 

With audigage detectors now in use in 
all areas of the system, the Pennsylvania 
Railroad is checking rail joints at a rate 
of 336,000 annually, representing more 
than 1,200 miles of track. In addition, 
rails in level crossings are being 
examined without disturbing the 
paving at a rate of 14,500 crossings a 
year. 


SEACROFT STATION CLOSING.—On and from 
December 7 the passenger train service will 
be withdrawn from Seacroft Station on the 
Firsby-Skegness branch of the Eastern 
Region. Parcels traffic will be catered for 
at Skegness. 
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Fastening Flat-Bottom Track 


Development of device to absorb rail movements and prolong 
life of sleepers and track components: use with concrete sleepers 





Standard flat-bottom track 


HE adoption by British Railways 
early in 1949 of flat-bottom track 
as standard has brought to the fore the 
problems arising in connection with the 
use of spikes, notably rail movement, 
including creep, spike killing, and wear! 
of track components generally. Various 
fittings have been devised as a solution 
of these problems. 

One device which, it is claimed, goes 
far to solve the difficulties and has 
certain other advantages, is the Elastic 
Rail Spike, the product of the Elastic 
Rail Spike Co. Ltd, Laminated to 
give amply flexibility under low stress, 
the spike is made from one piece of 
silco-manganese steel bar, suitably 
formed to give a laminated shaft and 
head ~ in. squaye, then hardened and 
tempered. It is driven until the head 
makes contact with the rail foot, and 
thereafter a further amount of some 
* in., which flexes the head and puts 
proportionate pressure on the rail base. 
When the spike head is deflected +% in., 
a resultant pressure of about 800 Ib. 
is put on the rail base and all spikes are 
driven a uniform amount, creev load in 
either direction is carried equally by all 
sleepers. 

The constant pressure exerted, it is 
claimed, ensures that there is no 
chatter between rail and baseplate, or 
baseplate and sleeper, ensuring mini- 
mum wear of track components and 
smooth-riding track. Indentation of 
baseplates or rails in the sleeper is 
reduced and mechanical abrasion of the 
sleeper minimised, so _ prolonging 
sleeper life, whilst ballast packing is 
reported to stand up longer without 
attention. 


with type Al spikes on approach to Britannia 
Tubular Bridge, British Railways, London Midland Region 


The first tests on a main-line railway 
with Elastic Rail Spikes were made by 
Mr. W. K. Wallace, Chief Engineer of 
the L.M.S.R., on that railway in 1936. 
Soon afterwards Mr. J. C. L. Train, 
Chief Engineer of the L.N.E.R., also 
conducted tests. In 1945, the Great 
Western Railway and Southern Railway 
took delivery of substantial quantities. 


Overseas, the first test lengths were 
laid in 1938. By the outbreak of war, 
tests had been arranged on most of the 
important Crown Colony railways, and 
on the New Zealand Government, 
Victorian, Central Argentine, Buenos 
Aires Great Southern, Central of Peru, 
Rhodesia, Egyptian State Railways, on 
various railways in India, and on the 
L.M.S. (Northern Counties Committee) 
in Northern Ireland. 


Different Types 


Practically all the experimental work 
in Great Britain involved the use of 
softwood sleepers with the necessary 
large double-shoulder baseplate to 
spread the load. Consequently all 
initial tests on British Railways involved 
the use of type A. | spikes, with the 
head at right angles to the rail. 

Overseas, in many cases, hardwood 
sleepers were used, so that the rail 
either rested direct on the sleever or 
a small baseplate was interposed. This 
involved the use of another design, and, 
in 1939, the T. Spike, with twisted head, 
was developed to meet such conditions. 
Because of production difficulties and 
shortage of steel it proved very difficult 
to supply T. Spikes during the war to 
meet the demands of railways which 
had installed test tracks just before the 
outbreak. 


British Railways 


The British Transport Commission 
report for 1952 states that 2,933 miles 
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Elastic spikes in use on the widened and electrified Gippsland line of the 





Victorian Railways 











Driving Elastic Rail Spikes with 
pneumatic hammer during relaying of 
pre-assembled track at Maidenhead, 
British Railways, Western. Region 


of flat-bottom rail track had been laid 
by the end of 1952. It is claimed that 
up to that time sufficient Elastic Rail 
Spikes had been delivered to British 
Railways for 87 per cent of the total f.b. 
track laid by British Railways calculated 
on the basis of six spikes per~sleeper, 
though the actual percentage is claimed 
to be higher, as the Southern Region 
uses four spikes per sleeper because of 
use of the apron baseplate. 

Some of the original spikes installed 
in 1936 on the L.M.S.R. are still in the 
track. They were not galvanised, and 
their life will be the normal life of the 
track. 

The normal track laid by British 
Railways involves the use of B.R.1 cast- 
iron baseplates with type A.1. Spikes. 
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Recently British Railways have taken 
an interest in the T. Spike, which pre- 
viously had been chiefly used by rail- 
ways overseas, and some lengths have 
been laid with B.R.4 cast-iron base- 
plates and T.13 spikes. Type A.1 has 
been used by British Railways for point 
and crossing work. 


Derailments 


For some years there was no record 
of a derailment on track fastened with 
elastic spikes and it was not known 
how they would stand up to the forces 
involved. After the first derailment, 
Mr. W. K. Wallace stated that the 
spikes on the L.M.S.R. had stood up 
very well and damage was less than 
would have been expected with bull- 
head track. This was corroborated by 
the report on the Weedon derailment in 
the London Midland Region in 1951, 
by the Chief Inspecting Officer of Rail- 
ways. 

British Railways normally use three 
elastic spikes in each baseplate, but 
six holes are provided, so that there are 
alternative positions in the event of any 
spikes being damaged. Any record of 
derailments at present refers to A.1 
spikes; the results have been very satis- 
factory and it is expected that the re- 
sults would be even more satisfactory 
in the event of a derailment on type T. 
spikes, because their heads lie parallel 
to the rail axis and so are likely to 
avoid contact with derailed wheel 
flanges. 


Holes in Sleepers 


The hole must be bored right through 
the sleeper. British Railways normally 
use six spikes per sleeper, so that at 
one rail seat the holes are not in the 
same plane. Overseas, with hardwood 
sleepers, it is usual for four elastic 
spikes to be used per sleeper. Here 
again holes can be staggered and sleeper 
splitting reduced. 

Elastic spikes can be driven by hand 
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or by power. Suitable tools have bee: 
developed for pneumatic driving, whic! 
incorporate a gauge to ensure drivin: 
to uniform deflection. If driven b 
hand the use of a simple gauge wil 
ensure uniform deflection. Amon 
various extraction devices, a simple 
all-purpose tool has been developed b\ 
Mr. J. Dow, District Engineer, Auck 
land, New Zealand Government Rail- 
ways, which promises efficient results. 

Elastic Rail Spikes resist creep equally 
in either direction and the continuous 
control of the rail is an assurance 
against buckling; this is particularly de- 
sirable when rails are welded into longer 
lengths than usual. 


Development Overseas 


The fitting is used by most of the im- 
portant Crown Colony railways which 
adopt wood sleepers as standard. Some 
railways where steel sleepers are stan- 
dard use elastic spikes for special loca- 
tions, as for example in Nigeria. They 
are also used on a large scale in the 
Sudan and in New Zealand. On the Vic- 
torian, Queensland Government, and 
Tasmanian Government Railways sub- 
stantial quantities are used, and 
development in Australia has _neces- 
sitated production there. In South 
America, the results of tests have been 
very satisfactory, though the position is 
complicated by exchange difficulties. 

In countries where very low tempera- 
tures are encountered, Elastic Rail Spikes 
are not suitable, as track heaving in these 
temperatures necessitates all fastenings 
being extracted several times a year. On 
the other hand, Elastic Rail Spikes are 
standard on Swedish State Railways 
main lines south and west of Stockholm. 


Concrete Sleepers 


Considerable experimental work has 
been carried out to enable the spikes to 
be used in concrete sleepers. Satisfac- 
tory results have been obtained using 
wood inserts, which however are liable 
to shrink. 

A recent new design of spike involves 
bonding a ribbed rubber covering to the 
spike shaft, so that the rubber-covered 
spike can then be driven into a square 
hole in the concrete sleeper without diffi- 
culty. 

The square hole can be formed to 
known dimensions by normal methods, 
because of the resilience of the rubber 
covering. Consequently the concrete 
sleeper can be of any standard type. 

The procedure for fastening the rails 
is simple and the spikes can _ be 
driven as with a wooden sleeper. In the 
event of a derailment or any damage to 
the spikes, they can be withdrawn easily 
and a new spike can be driven in the 
old hole. 

An additional merit is that side thrust 
applied to the rail is transmitted to the 
concrete sleeper through the rubber 
covering, which distributes lateral load 
on the side of the shaft hole and cushions 
shocks. It is expected that this cushion- 
ing effect will avoid spalling of the con- 
crete at the sleeper surface around the 
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1oles, a considerable difficulty with more 
igid fastenings. 


Insulation with Track Circuits 


Some previous concrete sleeper rail 
astening designs have not given the in- 
sulation required in connection with 
irack circuits. A feature of the Elastic 
Rail Spike with rubber-covered shaft is 
that it provides the necessary insulation 
when used in conjunction with a simi- 
lar resilient insulated pad between the 
rail base and the concrete sleeper, as 
would normally be the case. 


Use with Metal Baseplates 


If desired, spikes with rubber-covered 
shafts can be used with cast-iron or steel 
baseplates, when the baseplate holes 
should be of sufficient size to accommo- 
date the rubber covering, which would 
then have the additional merit of taking 
up all tolerance in the baseplate holes 
and prevent lateral movement. The most 
simple and economical arrangement 
would involve the use of four spikes with 
rubber-covered shafts and two resilient : ; a : ; 
insulated pads per sleeper, without the | York Waterworks Crossing, British Railways, North Eastern Region, the first 
use of baseplates. 109-/b. f.b. crossing, using Al spikes 





BY 8 yy we 
ey ma Th 





Prizewi.aing photograph of Wiiwick Junction submitted by Gaiger A. Pcake in a competition organised by the 
Civil Engineer of British Railways, London Midland R gion, for which there were 200 entries 








YUM 





576 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


November 20, 1953 


Twelve-Axle Broad-Gauge Well Wagon 


Designed for conveying special loads 
on the Indian Government Railways 


SPECIAL stock now running on the 

5 ft. 6 in. gauge sections of the 
Indian Government Railways includes 
a 12-axle trolley wagon used for the 
transport of large electrical machinery, 
turbines, transformers and similar goods 
up to a maximum weight of 130 tons. 
The wagon itself weighs 90 tons, so 
that maximum axle load is 18-3 tons, 
and, as may be seen from the accom- 
panying diagram, the maximum weight 
per foot run over buffers is 2°43 tons. 
Minimum curve out on the line is 500 ft. 
radius, and with the wagon on this 
radius the throw-over at the centre of 
the girder is 10 in. The wagon was 
built at the Schlieren works of the Swiss 
Car & Elevator Company. 


Constructional Details 


Construction is on normal lines, with 
a welded steel girder 56 ft. 7 in. long 

















between end pivots, and a clear length 
of 22 ft. along the floor of the well. 
Width of the load-carrying surface of 
the well is 9 ft. 8 in., and test loads up 
to 145 tons have been carried on this 
floor. On construction the girder floor 
is given a slight camber upwards so 
that with a uniformly distributed load 
of 100 tons the main well structure is 
horizontal. 

Four single-ram hydraulic pumps, two 
flanking each girder pivot, permit of 
the well being raised or lowered through 
a maximum distance of 12 in., the 
minimum height of the well floor being 


2 ft. 34 in. Four double-piston hand 
pumps also are fitted. 
At each end the main girder is 


carried on a subsidiary welded steel 
frame, supported through two hemi- 
spherical pivots and four hemispherical 
side bearers on two, three-axle bogies, 


and itself carrying the attendant’s cabin 
and, outside that cabin, four vacuun 
brake cylinders, arranged cross-wise in 
a light steel casing, 

The brake rigging is unusual in thai 
it applies clasp blocks to the inne: 
wheels of each bogie but only single 
blocks to the outer wheels. The 
arrangement of subsidiary girders and 
bogies enables them to have a pivoting 
range of 90 deg. on each side, giving 
ample movement for any works sidings, 
and at the same time permitting the 
whole wagon to be used as a transporter 
for any special and regular works loads 
where tracks at 56 ft. 7 in. centres may 
be arranged. 

The bogies have inside frames of 
welded steel box-section, carrying 
roller-bearing axleboxes, and the bolster 
is supported on inverted transverse 
laminated springs and articulated links. 
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Half elevation of the well wagon, showi.g principal weights and dimensions. 






Each end is similar in construction, 
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Centreless Grinding of Rolling Stock Axles 


In which the operation is effected 
by 


built-up grinding wheels 





Standard 16-ton axle being finish 


A CENTRELESS grinding machine 

for finishing the wheelseats and 
journals of rolling stock axles, and which 
is said to be the only machine of its type 
in the country engaged on this opera- 
tion, has recently been installed at the 
Rotherham Works of Owen & Dyson 
Limited, an Associate of the United 
Steel Companies Limited. The grinding 
machine, which was supplied by 
Lidképing Mekaniska Verkstads A.B., 
is capable of dealing with both plain 
and roller-bearing type axles. Extreme 
accuracy both diametrically and in pro- 
file is guaranteed by this method, which 
is effected with built-up grinding wheels 
located on a patent spindle of special 
design having one fixed, and one axially 
adjustable grinding wheel. 

Standard 16-ton axles were being 
finish ground on journals and wheelseats 
in an average grinding time of 14 min. 
for each end. The axles had been profile 
turned to within -007 in. of finished 
size before grinding, The machine can 
deal with axles 5 in. to 7:6 in. diameter 
at wheelseat and from 6 ft. 10 in. to 
8 ft. 54 in. in length. It is particularly 
Suited to axles having journals for 
roller bearings, when unusual and some- 
times complicated profiles can be re- 
produced with the utmost accuracy. In 
these cases, the grinding can be done 
with a one-piece axially adjustable 
wheel of special shape to suit the axle 
profile. 

The form of the grinding wheels on 
the spindle is rigidly maintained by 
means of a special truing device. This 
consists of a diamond with micrometer 
adjustment attached to a follower which 


ground in the Lidkoping machine 


is actuated by a profile cam of true 
form. This is a self contained unit fully 
automatic, and can be brought into ser- 
vice almost instantaneously. During 
the truing of the grinding wheels and 
the loading and unloading of the 
machine, the adjustable wheel is moved 
away from the fixed wheel. 

The position of the axle relative to 
the grinding wheels is fixed by means 
of two rotating adjustable stops. The 


end of the axle being ground is sup- 
ported by a vertically adjustable 
roller-rest, which constitutes the fixed 
centre of the machine, while the free 
end rests on carrying rollers. The 
actual grinding operation is semi- 
automatic. The grinding wheel slide is 
rapidly moved up to within 3 mm. of 
the work, when the slow grinding feed 
motion automatically commences. 


Interchangeable Cams 


Both the forward and return stroke 
of this motion are automatically regu- 
lated by interchangeable cams, appro- 
priate to the grinding allowance on the 
axle to be ground. Thus a different 
cam is used for rough, semi-finished, 
and finished grinding. The automatic 
feed-motion continues until the grind- 
ing wheel slide has reached its pre- 
selected, foremost position, and the 
axle is ground to the desired diameter. 
This coincides with a “dwell” on the 
feed cam. It is during this “dwell” 
that the adjustable wheel is moved 
axially along the spindle towards the 
shoulder of the journal. 

This hand wheel is situated on an 
elbow which can be swung away so 
as not to interfere with the unloading 
and loading of the workpiece into the 
machine. The axle is now ground true 
to form and diametrically correct. On 
pressing a button, the grinding wheel 
slide returns automatically to its start- 
ing position. A green signal lamp then 
indicates to the operator that the work- 
piece is ready to be removed from the 
machine. 

The grinding wheel spindle can be 





A close-up showing thé control wheel and push-buttons 
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A rear view of the machine showing the end support and rollers 


run at three different speeds and derives 
its power from a 40-h.p. motor through 
vee-belt pulleys to a torsion bar, which 


is withdrawn when the _ grinding 
wheel is to be changed. The total 
weight of the complete spindle is 


approximately 900 lb., and the com- 
plete changing of a spindle can be 
effected within 15 minutes. Belt 
torsion on the spindle is entirely 
relieved by a generous use of Skefko 
ba!l and ro!ler bearings. The maximum 
speed of the spindle is 1,350 r.p.m. 
which gives a maximum circumferential 
speed of approximately 7,000 f.p.m. 
when the grinding wheel is new, at 
20 in. diameter. The grinding wheel 
slide is guided on one flat and one vee- 
shaped slideway. The adjustment of the 
slide relative to the work is by means of 
a screw spindle and large handwheel 
with a scale graduated to ‘00002 in. 


Regulating Wheel 
The regulating wheel driving the 
workpiece, is mounted on a spindle 
which can be adjusted relative to the 


workpiece to within ‘0004 in. The 
spindle is driven by a motor, located in 
the bed, through a gear-box having 19 
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different speeds. The regulating whe-| 
is dressed automatically by an attac'- 
ment similar in design to the truing 
device used on the grinding whee's. 
The machine is of robust constructicr 
and exceptional rigidity. 

The bed is cast in one piece ard 
accommodates almost all the electric .| 
starting gear. All motors are pus’ - 
button controlled from the front of the 
machine and positioned to reduce 
fatigue with minimum of movement 
by the operator. A simple and effectiy: 
means of lubrication is provided. The 
anti-friction bearings of the grinding 
wheel and regulating wheel spindles and 
vee-belt pulleys are lubricated with oi! 
mist from a Skefko oil atomiser. 


Lubrication 


Lubrication is completely automatic 
and the over-pressure generated in the 
bearing housings effectively prevents 
coolant and other impurities from 
entering the bearings. Other parts are 
lubricated by means of high pressure 
grease guns and a positively driven 
pump in the head. 

The coolant tank has a capacity of 
approximately 150 gallons, coolant 
being circulated by means of an electric 
pump through a clarifier at the rate of 
40 gallons per minute, 





Types of built-up spindles for grinding roller-bzaring journals and wheelscats, 
and plain bearing journals and wheelseats 








TESTS OF REFRACTORY BONDING MORTARS. 
—The deterioration of the refractory linings 
of water-tube boilers is a well-known 
problem, and repairs of these linings repre- 
sent a large proportion of the maintenance 
cost of boiler installations, and XZIT 
(G.B.) Limited has recently carried out a 
series of comparative tests on Brickseal 
bond, a refractory bonding material of 
their manufacture which is designed to 
increase the life of furnace linings. The 
method of test used to determine the bond- 
Materials. In this method, the bonding 
mortars in the American Society for Test- 
ing Materials, Standards on Refractory 
Materials. In this method, the bonding 
strength is determined by cementing two 
half-bricks together on the 2} in. x 44 in. 
face with a joint =; in. thick. After dry- 
ing, the joints are broken by applying a 


load, using a standard machine. The 
A.S.T.M. specification requires a mortared 
joint to have a modulus of rupture of not 
less than 200 lb./ sq. in. A modulus of 
rupture of 283 lb./sq. in. was attained 
during the testing of Brickseal bond. 


LONDON WorKS FOR WICKMAN LIMITED.— 
Wickman Limited has opened a London 
branch factory and Offices at Oxgate Lane, 
Cricklewood, N.W The company’s 
London area office pa. at Stratton 
Street has been transferred to the new 
address where is also now located the 
Wickman London export department. A 
showroom is also being installed where 
machines of the company’s manufacture 
will be disp'ayed with many machines of 
British and Continental manufacture for 
which the company is selling agents in the 


United Kingdom. A_ production unit is 
being established for the manufacture of 
Wimet tools, and a_ separate electro- 
mechanical department laid down for the 
production of the company’s high fie- 
quency induction heating equipment, 
Erodomatic Electro-Erosion machines, and 
Erodosharp machines for cutting tool re- 
servicing. 


ELTON STATION, EASTERN REGION, ‘TO 
CLose.—On and from December 7, Elton 
Station, Eastern Region, will be closed. 
Facilities for parcels traffic are available at 
Oundle Station. Freight traffic in full wagon 
loads dealt with at Elton will be dealt with 
at Nassington at the rates in operation at 
that station. Railway cartage services will 
continue to be available at the appropriate 
charges in operation with Nass.ngton. 
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RAILWAY 


PERSONAL 


BRITISH TRANSPORT COMMISSION 
CHAIRMANSHIP 


General Sir Brian Robertson, K.C.M.G., 
K.C.V.O., has arrived in England to 
assume his duties as Chairman of the 
British Transport Commission. 


Mr. W. Forrest, Signal & Telegraph En- 
gineer, Victorian Railways, has retired 
after 48 years of service. 


Mr. A. H. E. Molson, M.P., has been 
appointed Joint Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Transport & Civil Aviation. 


Engineer Marcelo Grimaldi has been 
appointed Technical Under-Secretary and 
Dr. Enrique A. Cadrcamo Administrative 
Under-Secretary in the Argentine Ministry 
of Transport. Sefor Armando Ruiz suc- 
ceeds Engineer Grimaldi as General Secre- 
tary of the National Transport Under- 
taking. 


Dr. J. L. Fyfe, Medical Officer, North- 
Eastern Division, London Transport 
Executive, who, as recorded in our Octo- 
ber 30 issue, has been appointed Senior 
Medical Officer of that system, was edu- 
cated at the Dollar Academy and attended 
St. Andrew’s University Medical School, 
where he graduated M.B., Ch.B. in June, 
1943. After a number of hospital appoint- 
ments, he served with the Royal Army 
Medical Corps in Europe and West Africa 
for three years and then obtained diplomas 
in public and industrial health at the 
Royal Faculty of Glasgow. Dr. Fyfe 
joined London Transport in April, 1949, 
and has worked at the North-East Division 
Medical Centre, Manor House, since 
August, 1949, being promoted to take 
charge of that centre in May, 1951. 

The Association of American Railroads 
at Washington, D.C., has announced the 
retirement of one of its Vice-Presidents, 
Dr. Julius H. Parmelee. As well as being 
a Vice-President of the Association, Dr. 
Parmelee has been for a much _ longer 
period the Director of its Bureau of Rail- 
way Economics. In 1911 Dr. Parmelee 
joined the Bureau of Railway Econo- 
mics. In 1920 he was appointed Director 
of the Bureau. In 1947 he was appointed 
a Vice-President of the Association of 
American Railroads. _He was born of 
American parents in Trebizond (Turkey) 
in 1883 and graduated from Yale in 1904. 
After spending some time on the staff of 
that University he became a special ex- 
aminer for the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, meanwhile (in 1910) obtaining 
his Doctor’s degree from Yale in Econo- 
mics. After some two years with the U.S. 
Census Bureau he joined the Bureau of 
Railway Economics. An expert witness 
in rates cases and other investigations be- 
fore the I.C.C. and Congress, he is the 
author of a standard textbook—* The 
Modern Railway.” 

He will be succeeded as Director of 
the Bureau of Railway Economics by Mr. 
J. Elmer Monroe. Mr. Monroe joined 
the Bureau of Railway Economics in 1913 
and, until his present appointment, has 
been an Assistant Vice-President of the 
Association since 1948. and Assistant 
Director of the Bureau of Railway Econo- 
mics since 1941. A graduate of George 
Washington University, Mr. Monroe was 
born in 1894 and, on many occasions, has 
been a witness for the railways before the 
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Interstate Commerce Commission and in 
many wages cases. A noted statistician, 
he is also the author of a useful book of 
reference entitled “ Railroad Men and 
Wages.” His new appointment dates 
from November 1. 


Mr, H. C. Towers, M.LE.E., M.1.R.S.E., 
M.Inst.T., Chief Signals & Telecommuni- 
cations Engineer, Western Railway, India, 
will proceed on retirement leave on 
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the National Union of Sheetmetal 
Workers and a former Chairman of the 
Confederation of Shipbuilding & Engineer- 
ing Unions. He was also a member of the 
Ulster Transport Authority since 1948 and 
was on the panel of the National Arbitra- 
tion Tribunal. 


The Board of Trade .announces the 
acceptance by Mr. D. A. S. Cairns, Q.C., 
of appointment as Chairman of the Mon- 





Mr. H. C. Towers 


Chief Signal & Telecommunication Engineer, 
Wesiern Railway, India, 1951-54 


January 1, 1954. Mr. Towers received 
his initial training in the Civil Engineer’s 
Office of the London Underground Rail- 
ways and was subsequently transferred to 
the Signal Department for the prescribed 
course for apprentices in signal engineer- 
ing. He was trained as an _ electrical 
engineer in the School of Engineering of 
the London Polytechnic. Mr. Towers was 
aippointed to the technical staff of the 
Signal Engineer’s Office of the Under- 
ground Railways at Earls Court in 1922, 
from which position he resigned in 1926 
to take up the appointment of Assistant 
Signal Engineer, Bombay, Baroda & 
Central India Railway. He was promoted 
to be Senior Signal Engineer in 1935, and 
was in charge of the Bombay signal divi- 
sion, being appointed Signal Engineer of 
the metre-gauge section (some 2,000 miles) 
from 1938 to 1946. He was Deputy Chief 
Engineer (Signals) for the whole railway 
from January, 1946, until November 5, 
1951, the date of the inauguration of the 
Western Railway. Mr. Towers’ was 
appointed Chief Signal & Telecommuni- 
cation Engineer, Western Railway, in 1951. 
He is a Fellow of the Permanent Way 
Institution and Chairman of the Western 
India Section of the Institution of Railway 
Signal Engineers and of the Bombay Rail- 
way Signal & Telecommunication Society. 


We regret to record the death on 
November. 8 of Mr. Samuel James 
M’Coubrey, M.M., M.B.E., a member of 


the joint board of the Great Northern 
Railway which was appointed last August. 
Mr. M’Coubrey was. District Secretary of 


opolies & Restrictive Practices Commission. 
Mr. Cairns will take up this post on Janu- 
ary | next. 


Mr. F. A. A. Menzler, C.B.E., Chief 
Development & Research Officer, London 
Transport Executive, has been appointed a 
member of the Royal Commission on the 
Civil Service. 


Mr. W. C. Bell, a local Director and 
Joint Director in charge of Research & 
Technical Development, Stewarts and 
Lloyds Limited, has been awarded the 
American Iron & Steel Institute Medal for 
1953 for a paper entitled “ A Review of 
European Operating and _ Technical 
Practices” which he delivered in New 
York on May 27, 1953. This is the first 
occasion on which the medal has been 
given to anyone other than a citizen of 
the United States. 


At the ninth annual general meeting 
of the Society of British Paint Manufactu- 
rers Limited, held at the Dorchester Hotel, 
London, on November 10, it was 
announced that Colonel F. W. Jones and 
Mr. C. D. O'Sullivan had been appointed 
President and Vice-President respectively 
for the year 1953/54. 

The four vacancies on the Council were 
filled by the election of the following: 
Messrs. F. W. Burmann, B. J. Nicholson, 
E. Lloyd Rolfe, W. J. Shilcock. 

Mr. F. A. Bignell was appointed 
Honorary Treasurer, and Messrs. Lithgow, 
Nelson &. Company were appointed 
Auditors. . .. : ; 
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Mr. George H. Pescud 


Appointed General Manager, Communications, 
“anadian Pacific Railway 


Pescud, Assistant 
General Manager, Communications, 
Canadian Pacific Railway, who, as 
recorded in our November 6 issue, has 
been appointed General Manager of Com- 
munications, was born in Surrey, England. 
He joined the Communications Depart- 
ment of the Canadian Pacific Railway in 
1923 as a messenger at Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan. Two years later, he be- 
came Agent at Melfort, Saskatchewan, 
and, until 1936, he was Agent and Operator 
at various Saskatchewan centres. In 1936, 
he was appointed Night Chief Operator at 
Saskatoon. He went to Montreal as Chief 
Clerk to the General Manager in 1937, and, 
in 1946, he became General Superinten- 
dent, Communications at Winnipeg. 


Mr. George H. 


Mr. L. E. Hamson, General Superinten- 
dent, Communications, Montreal, 
Canadian Pacific Railway, who, as recorded 


Mr. L. E. Hamson 


Appointed Assistant General Manager, 
Communications, Montreal, Canadian Pacific Railway 


in our November 13 issue, has been 
appointed Assistant General Manager, 
Communications, joined the Canadian 
Pacific Railway at Nelson in 1913. In 


1917, he transferred to Vancouver as Chief 
Operator. He was appointed Inspector in 
1938. From 1943 to 1946, Mr. Hamson 
was assigned to special duties and works 
from Montreal. He was appointed 
General Superintendent, Communications, 
Montreal, in 1950. 


Mr. L. A. Raymond, Superintendent, 
Ontario District, Canadian Pacific Railway, 
who, as recorded in our November 13 
issue; has been appointed General Super- 
intendent of Communications, Montreal, 
joined the Telegraph Department of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway in 1910 as an 
operator. He went to Sudbury in 1911, 
becoming Wire Chief there in 1919. In 
1923, he was appointed Inspector at White 


Mr. L. A. Raymond 


Appointed General Superintendent, Communications 
Montreal, Canadian Pacific Railway 


River. Mr. Raymond returned to Sudbury 
in 1925 in the same capacity, and, in 1932. 
he was transferred to Winnipeg. He was 
appointed Superintendent of Traffic at 
Winnipeg in 1936, and, in 1937, he became 
Superintendent, Communications, at 
Calgary. In 1944, he was appointed Super- 
intendent, Communications, at Vancouver, 
being appointed to the position he now 
leaves, that of Superintendent, Ontario 
District, in 1946. 


Mr. Oscar Edward Kinsman, M.I.Loco.E., 
Divisional Motive Power Superintendent, 
Midland Division, London Midland Region, 
British Railway§, who is retiring on Novem- 
ber 30, began his railway career as an 
apprentice at the L.N.W.R. Crewe Works 
in 1905. After experience in the workshops 
and drawing offices he became Assistant 
District Locomotive Inspector at Long- 
sight, Manchester, in 1911. Subsequent 





Mr. O. E. Kinsman 


Divisional Motive Power Superintendent, 
Midland Division, L.M. Region, 1948-53 


Mr. C. H. Hewison 


Appointed a Railway Employment Inspector, 
Ministry of Transport & Civil Aviation 


Mr. E. G. Trangmar 


Personal Assistant to Chairman, 
Railway Executive, 1947-53 
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appointments included that of Junior Assis- 
tant to the Running Superintendent, Crewe, 
a Carlisle appointment in charge of the 
locomotive shed and the then Chief Mech- 
anical Engineer’s workshops, together with 
the district from Oxenholme and Working- 
ton to Carlisle. In 1922, Mr. Kinsman was 
appointed Assistant Motive Power Super- 
intendent (Staff), Crewe, where he remained 
for five years. He then became Assistant 
(Staff & Organisation), Motive Power Sec- 
tion, in the Chief General Superintendent’s 
Department. Ten years later, Mr. Kins- 
man was appointed Assistant Divisional 
Superintendent of Motive Power, Midland 
Division, becoming Assistant Divisional 
Superintendent of Operation in 1942. In 
1948 he took over the position of Divisional 
Motive Power Superintendent, Midland 
Division, at Derby, the appointment from 
which he now retires. 


Mr. C. H. Hewison, A.M.LC.E., Head 
Office Inspector, Motive Power Superin- 
tendent’s Office, Easter, Region, British 
Railways, who, as recordeu in our Novem- 
ber 13 tssue, has been appointed a Railway 
Employment Inspector at the Ministry 
of Transport & Civil Aviation, was born 
on October 31, 1909. Mr. Hewison 
entered Doncaster Locomotive Works as 
a Premium Apprentice on February 1, 
1926, and, in April, 1932, he was appointed 
Supernumerary Running Shed Foreman at 


New England ( Peterborough) Motive 
Power Depot. In March, 1933, he was 
appointed Running Shed Foreman, 


Chester, and, in May, 1934, he was trans- 
ferred to Walton-on-the-Hill in the same 
capacity. He became Running Shed 
Foreman, Lowestoft, in May, 1937; and in 
July, 1944, he was transferred to Gateshead 
as Mechanical Foreman at the Motive 
Power Depot there. In 1945 Mr. Hewison 
became Locomotive Shedmister at (Melton 
Constable. In 1946, he was appointed 
Technical Assistant to the Locomotive 
Running Superintendent, Eastern Section, 
Southern Area, and, in 1948, he became 
Technical Assistant in the Locomotive 
Testing Station at Rugby, returning to 
Liverpool Street station in 1949 as Head 
Office Inspector. In this capacity, he was 
in charge of the No. 1 Mobile Instruction 
Train, touring the Motive Power depots of 
the Eastern and North Eastern Region. 


Mr. E. G. Trangmar, Personal Assistant 
to the Chairman throughout the existence 
of the Railway Executive, and previously 
Personal Assistant to the General Man- 
ager of the Southern Railway, who, as 
recorded in our November 13 issue, has 
retired, comes of an old railway family. 
He was educated at Collyer’s School, 
Horsham, and joined the General Man- 
ager’s Office of the London Brighton & 
South Coast Railway in 1910. After ob- 
taining general experience, and soon after 
his return from military service in 1919, 
he was appointed Private Secretary to the 
General Manager, Sir William Forbes, 
and, after the amalgamation of the rail- 
ways in 1923, he was for many years in 
charge of the General Section of the 
General Manager’s Office of the Southern 
Railway under the late Sir Herbert Walker 
and, subsequently, Mr. Gilbert Szlumper. 
Sir Eustace Missenden appointed him as 
his Personal Assistant in 1943 and he held 
the same position when the latter became 
the first Chairman of the Railway Execu- 
tive in 1947. Mr. Trangmar also served as 
Mr. John Elliot’s Personal Assistant when 
the latter succeeded Sir Eustace Missenden 
in 1951. During the time he was at 
Waterloo he was for a considerable period 
Secretary of the General Manager’s Roll- 
ing Stock Committee. He was also respon- 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


sible, under Mr. Gilbert Szlumper, for the 
inception and control of the Southern 
Railway Cadet Scheme and was known to 
many of the outdoor staff through his 
operation of the Company’s Staff Sugges- 
tions scheme. 

Mr. John Elliot, now Chairman of 
London Transport Executive, presided at 
a farewell gathering in honour of Mr. 
Trangmar and presented him with a 
cheque and an autograph book containing 
the signatures of the many subscribers. 
Mr. Elliot read messages from Sir Eustace 
and Lady Missenden, and from Mr. C. P. 
Hopkins, Chief Regional Manager, 
Southern Region, the latter being repre- 
sented by Mr. F. J. Wymer. Tributes to 
Mr. Trangmar’s long, loyal and efficient 
service were also paid by Messrs. David 
Blee, E. G. Marsden, A. J. Pearson, J. L. 
Harrington, Frank Gilbert, and other 
speakers. 


Mr. G. Fairbairn, Assistant Comptroller 
of Stores, New Zealand Government Rail- 
ways, who, as recorded in our September 
4 issue, has retired, joined the Railways 
Department as a cadet at Christchurch in 
1913. In the following year he transferred 
to the Stores Branch at Addington, and, 
in May, 1915, he was appointed to a simi- 
lar position in the Stores Branch at Hill- 
side. He served with the Ist N.Z.E.F. 
from 1916 to the end of 1917, when, after 
suffering severe wounds at Messines, he 
was invalided back to New Zealand. 
During the 1939-45 war he served for 
nearly two years in the Home Service 
Forces with the National Military Re- 
serve. From 1918 Mr. Fairbairn held 
various positions in the Stores Branch at 
Hillside and Petone, and, in 1923, he 
transferred to the office of the Comp- 
troller of Stores at Wellington, where he 
obtained wide experience of the Depart- 
ment’s stores practice. In 1940 he was 
appointed Chief Clerk, Woburn Store, and 
a year later was promoted to be Stores 
Shipper at Wellington, a position he held 
until 1943, when he was appointed Assis- 
tant District Storekeeper, Woburn. In 
1945, Mr. Fairbairn was promoted to be 
Supply Officer in the office of the Comp- 
troller of Stores and, in 1947, he became 
Assistant Comptroller of Stores. 


Mr. W. E. Worsfold, Staff Superinten- 
dent, New Zealand Government Railways, 
who, as recorded in our September 4 issue, 
has retired, joined the Railways Depart- 
ment in 1913 as a cadet at Christchurch. 
He later filled various positions in South 
Island Traffic districts. Mr. Worsfold 
served with the Ist N.Z.E.F. from 1917 to 
1919, and, during the 1939-45. war for 
over a year with the National Reserve. 
Mr. Worsfold was Transport Officer at 
Christchurch prior to his transfer, in 1949, 
to the position of Stationmaster at Frank- 
ton Junction, where he remained until his 
appointment as Staff Superintendent in 
July, 1951. 


Mr. K. G. Reid, Assistant Staff Super- 
intendent (Personnel), New Zealand Gov- 
ernment Railways, who, as recorded in 
our September 4 issue, has been appointed 
Chief Staff Officer, entered the railway ser- 
vice 28 years ago as a clerical cadet. For 
six years he served as a clerk in the 
General Manager’s office, and, in 1936, he 
was attached to the Land & Legal Branch. 
Three years later he entered the Staff Divi- 
sion, becoming Assistant Staff Inspector in 
1942. Mr. Reid was promoted to Personnel 
Assistant to the Staff Superintendent in 
1944, and two years later was appointed 
Assistant Staff Superintendent (Personnel). 
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Mr. Reid graduated Bachelor of Laws in 
1939 and has also gained a Diploma in 
Public Administration. 


Mr. N. L. Stevenson, Assistant Staff 
Superintendent (Industrial), New Zealand 
Government Railways, who, as recorded 
in our September 4 issue, has been ap- 
pointed Chief Industrial Officer, has had 
33 years of service with the New Zealand 
Railways Department. In 1926, after 
six years of Traffic Branch  experi- 
ence at North Island stations, he 
entered the Department's Head Office 
(Staff Division) at Wellington, where 
he remained until 1934, when he trans- 
ferred to the Traffic Branch to gain 
further experience. In 1940 Mr. Stevenson 
returned to the Head Office Staff Division. 
Between 1942 and the end of 1945 he was 
engaged on military and manpower staff 
duties. He was appointed Industrial 
Assistant in 1946, the position later being 
redesignated Industrial Officer. Mr. 
Stevenson’s appointment to be Assistant 
Staff Superintendent (Industrial) took place 
in 1951. 


Mr. C. FF. Tyndall, M.I.Mech.E., 
M.I.Loco.E., who, as recorded in our 
January 9 issue, retired from the post of 
Chief Motive Power Engineer, Coras lom- 
pair Eireann, in the early part of this year, 
has joined the engineering firm of Henry 
R. Ayton Limited, Belfast and Dublin. 


Mr. John Smith, a Director of Sentinel 
(Shrewsbury) Limited, has retired. 


Mr. F. Layton will take charge of the 
sales administration department of the 
Northern Aluminium Co. Ltd. 


Mr. G. W. Robertson, Sales Manager of 
Solignum Limited, has been elected a 
Director of the company. 


Mr. D. C. G. Lees has left the staff of 
the Aluminium Development Association 
to become Development Engineer of 
Aluminium Union Limited. 


Mr. Wilfred J. Foster, a partner of 
Messrs. de Zoete & Gorton, has been 
elected a Director of the Coyentry Gauge 
& Tool Co. Ltd. 


Mr. J. Vaughan Harries, M.I.E.E., Presi- 
dent of the Association of Mining Electri- 
cal & Mechanical Engineers, has been 
installed as chairman of the Western 
Centre of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. 


Mr. M. W. Shorter, Managing Director 
of Westinghouse Brake & Signal Co. Ltd., 
has been appointed a Director of the 
Consolidated Signal Co. Ltd. 


Mr. A. C. Meyrick, Managing Director 
of the P. & M. Co. (England) Ltd., has 
returned to London from a business tour 
of South America. Mr. Meyrick left 
London on September 6. 


Mr. E. H. Tustain, Chairman of Abtus 
Limited, left Southampton on November 
19 on a business tour covering the Union 
of South Africa, South & North Rho- 
desia, and Kenya. He will return to this 
country in March, 1954. 


The following appointments have been 
announced by Bruce Peebles & Co. Ltd.:— 

Mr. V. P. Mackay as Manager, Rotating 
Plant Department; Mr. R. W. Flux as 
Manager, and Mr. D. H. Smith as Chief 
Designer and Deputy Manager. Trans- 
former Department; Mr. O. L. Robson as 
Manager, Rectifier Department. 
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South Australian Steam 
Locomotive Performance 


Outstanding work with passenger trains 
of the South Australian Railways has been 
performed by the “620” class 4-6-2 loco- 
motives. These have 18} in. x 28 in. cylin- 
ders, 5 ft. 6 in. driving wheels, 1,735 sq. ft. 
evaporative heating and 421 sq. ft. super- 
heating surface, 33-4 sq. ft. grate area, 200 
lb. pressure, 47i tons adhesion and 814 tons 
total engine weight. 

No. 626 of this type, hauling a 9-car train 
of 397 tons, covered 11-2 miles from a start 
at Nantewarra, 5} miles of which are against 
the engine at between | in 100 and 1 in 120, 
in 15 min. 28 sec., good work for an engine 
of such modest dimensions. This was part 
of a time of 92 min. 36 sec. for the 71-3 
miles from Bowmans to Port Pirie Junction, 
which included an intermediate stop at Red- 
hill. It had been preceded by a time of 
81 min. 48 sec. for the 62-9 miles from 
Adelaide to Bowmans, including an average 
of 47-6 m.p.h. between North Adelaide and 
Kallora, 55-7 miles. 

The semi-streamlined “520” class 4-8-4 
engines are considerably heavier and more 
powerful; they have 204 in. x 28 in. cylin- 
ders, 5 ft. 6 in. driving wheels, 2,454 sq. ft. 
evaporative heating and 651 sq. ft. super- 
heating surface, 45 sq. ft. grate area, 215 lb. 
pressure, and 62} tons adhesion and 1114 
tons total engine weight. On a special test 
run, No. 559 of this class hauled a 14-car 
train of 520 tons over the 134-2 miles from 
Adelaide to Port Pirie Junction in 234 min. 
35 sec., including a loss of 21 min. 27 sec. 
standing at fourteen intermediate stops. Up 
1 in 100 gradients speeds of 27 to 30 m.p. ‘4 
were maintained, and 58 to 62 m.p.h. was 
reached on the short runs between stops. 


High Speeds w:th Eight-Coupled Wheels 

Over parts of this line, which forms the 
link between Adelaide and the East-West 
Transcontinental line of the Commonwealth 
Government, speeds up to 70 m.p.h. are per- 
missible, and despite eight-coupled driving 
wheels of as small diameter as 5 ft. 6 in., are 
often attained. An average of 65:8 m.p.h. 
for eight miles has been maintained by 
No. 523 with a 313-ton train, with a maxi- 
mum of 70 m.p.h., and an average of 67:0 
m.p.h. over the same stretch by the same 
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engine with 315 tons, touching a top speed 
of 72 m.p.h. 

On another occasion, the Broken Hill 
express left Terowie for Adelaide two hours 
late, because of breakdown of the connect- 
ing 3-ft. 6-in. gauge train, with No. 524 at 
the head of an eleven-car train of 409 tons, 
and notwithstanding ten additional stops to 
set down passengers, lost only 74 min. on 
the run. Over the final section from River- 
ton the load was increased to 14 cars of 434 
tons, and inclusive of five intermediate stops 
the 44-6 miles from Hamley Bridge to Ade- 
laide were covered in 67 min. 25 sec., against 
a non-stop allowance of 65 min. Between 
every two stops, by rapid acceleration, 
speeds of 64 to 67 m.p.h. were attained. 


B.T.C. Police Long Service 
Awards 


parade of the 
Transport Commission Police, South 
Western Area, took place at Windsor 
Central Station on November 9 when, in 
the absence of General Sir Darii Watson, 
the Police Long Service & Good Conduct 
Medal was presented to 159 recipients by 
Mr. K. W. C. Grand, Chief Regional 
Manager, Western Region, who was 
accompanied by Mr. W. B. Richards, 
M.V.O., Chief Officer (Police) British 
Transport Commission, and Mr. C. J. 
Rider, Public Relations & Publicity 
Officer Western Region. 

The parade, in charge of the Chief of 
Police, Mr. W. W. Wood, was formed up 
opposite the Area police headquarters at 
Windsor Station, and consisted of 116 
uniform officers, 30 plain clothes officers, 
two widows, and eleven retired staff. 
Officers were brought in from the whole 
of the South and West of England, and 
South Wales. 

The award granted under Royal Warrant 
by command of the late King George 
VI, was presented to all officers with at 
least 22 years’ long service, and good con- 
duct. The sequence of the presentation 
was to the widows, retired staff. the Chief 
of Police, the Assistant Chief of Police, 
senior officers and men of the C.I.D. and 
uniform branches, consisting of 146 officers 
and men. 


A ceremonial British 





Mr. K. W.C. Grand, Mr. W. B. Richards, and officers of British Railways, Western 
Region, and of the British Transport Commission Police, South Western Area, after 
presentation of medals at Windsor Central Station 
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Before the presentation, Mr. Grand 
inspected the parade, after which he 
addressed the officers from the dais. On 
parade several officers wore military and 
civil decorations besides service decori- 
tion, and Mr. Grand had a few words to 
say to each officer. 

The average police service of the who'e 
was 31 years. 

The photograph reproduced below shows 
(left to right):— 

(Seated) Messrs. C. J. Rider, W. B. Richards, 
K. W. C. Grand, and W. W. Wood; 

(Standing) Superintendent E. A. Moody 
(Bristol); Chief Inspector H. Darter (South- 
ampton); Mr. E. C. Brashier, Assistant Chief 
of Police, South Western Area (Windsor); 
Chief Inspector C. H. Martin (Cardiff); 
Superintendent J. E. A. Shearing (Reading); 
Chief Inspector H. A. Roper (Plymouth); 
Superintendent H. Dodson (Southampton). 








Winter Prospects for Freight 
Transport 


Inland transport prospects for the com- 
ing winter have been reviewed at the cust 
mary meeting of the Winter Transport 
Central Joint Conference, between senio: 
representatives of the British Transport 
Commission and of the Association of 
British Chambers of Commerce, the 
Federation of British Industries, th 
National Union of Manufacturers, and the 
National Farmers’ Union. 

The conference, which was first set up 
in 1951, recognised the achievement of 
British Railways in carrying so far this 
year 1,000,000 tons of _ ore, 800,000 
tons of steel, and nearly 3,500,000 tons 
of coal more than in the ‘corresponding 
period of last year. 

In the coming winter British Railways 
expect to carry over 180,000,000 tons of 
traffic of all classes, nearly 2,500,000 tons 
more than last winter. The inland water 

ways have a margin to spare and British 
Road Services are working well within 
their capacity. Co-operation between the 
Commission’s rail and road services, if 
needed to overcome local difficulties during 
the winter, is assured, for under the pro- 
gramme agreed with the Road Haulage 
Disposal Board the actual handing over 
of road vehicles purchased will not begin 
until February, 1954. 


Improved Situation on Railways 

On the railways, locomotive supply is 
expected to be adequate; recruitment of 
staff in key traffic grades has improved; 
and the traders’ organisations agreed that 
the availablity of wagons and the rate of 
movement are better than last year. The 
conference agreed that given normal winter 
weather all traffic requiring rail transport 
could be accepted and moved currently, 
and it considered it encouraging that when 
fog in the North recently caused local 
difficulties, these were effectively overcome. 

Railway operating efficiency and the 
favourable working conditions experienced 
last winter made it unnecessary to call on 
the 44 District Committees set up in 1951, 
but the conference welcomed the Commis- 
sion policy of maintaining the closest 
possible liaison with its customers, and 
decided to keep the nation-wide organisa- 
tion in being, so that if necessary local 
co-operative action could be taken at once. 

A statement by the conference indicates 
that all concerned in industry, commerce, 
and agriculture are to be asked to continue 
their close co-operation with those respon- 
sible for the Commission’s transport ser- 
vices. They are being reminded that trans- 
port users can help to make the best use 
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of public transport facilities by regulating 
the forwarding of traffic to match ability 
to accept it, by loading vehicles to capacity, 
by ordering only the number needed, and 
by dealing quickly with vehicles at 
terminals. 








Metropolitan-Cammell- 
Weymann Anniversary 


To mark the twenty-first anniversary 
of the formation in 1932 of Metropolitan- 
Cammell-Weymann Limited as the sales 
organisation of two older concerns, the 
Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage & Wagon 
Co. Ltd., and Weymann’s Motor Bodies 
(1925) Limited (now Weymann’s Limited), 
a coming-of-age party was held at the 
Royal Horticultural Hall, London, S.W.1, 
on November 12. 

Before being entertained to luncheon, 
guests were shown representative products 
of the firms, exhibited at the London 
Transport Executive garage in Gillingham 
Street, S.W.1. 

These included a 56-seater “R.T.3” type 
double-deck omnibus body, the 4,900th 
body built for the London Transport 
Executive; an “E.R.44” M.C.W./Leyland 
Olympic chassisless bus for Jamaica 
Omnibus Services Limited, the 710th 
Olympic vehicle built for overseas and 
home markets; and a 44-seater single- 
deck M.C.W./Leyland Olympian chassis- 
less vehicle. 

Sir Archibald Boyd, Chairman of Metro- 
politan-Cammell-Weymann Limited, re- 
ferred in his speech after luncheon to the 
growth of the firm and to its work in 
developing metal bodies for public ser- 
vice road passenger vehicles and to its 
association with Leyland Motors Limited, 
the largest British manufacturers of heavy 
commercial vehicles, in production of the 
first British chassisless passenger vehicle 
to be fully successful and go into quantity 
production. He also praised the work of 
Mr. B. R. A. Homfray Davies, Managing 
Director of the firm. 

Mr. Homfray Davies expressed his 
gratitude to, Sir Archibald Boyd and 
spoke of the twenty-one years of happiness 
he had enjoyed in working with him. He 
referred to the multiplicity of designs 
evolved by the firm to meet the varying 
needs of its many customers and empha- 
sised the importance of friendship in in- 
dustry. 








Public Transport Association 
Annual Dinner 


The annual dinner of the Public Trans- 
port Association was held on November 
11 at Grosvenor House, London, W.1. 
Mr. E. L. Taylor, Chairman of the 
Council, presided. 

Mr. A. H. E. Molson, Joint Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Transport & 
Civil Aviation, proposing the toast of 
the Association, apologised for the ab- 
sence through pressure of work of the 
Minister, Mr. Alan Lennox-Boyd. The 
Government, Mr. Molson said, thought 
that the small man should have oppor- 
tunities in the operation of privately- 
owned road transport. j 

Mr. E. L. Taylor, responding, pointed 
out that the Public Transport Association 
was the largest association in Britain of 
interests concerned with the operation of 
road passenger transport. He deprecated 
a road/rail monopoly, and hoped that the 
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Minister of Transport would hasten to 
exercise his powers to liberate road pas- 
senger transport, as he had _ liberated 
freight haulage. 

As to road safety, Mr. Taylor said that 
many accidents would not have taken 
place if the roads had been better. The 
Government should spend on the roads 
more of the large sums collected in fuel 
and vehicle taxation. 

The fuel oil tax, he added, at 214 per 
cent of the commodity value, resulted 
inter alia in higher bus fares for industrial 
workers, which increased wage demands, 
and so tended to inflation. In addition, 
the psychological effect of the tax was 
bad: resentment at increased bus fares 
was a disincentive to production. 

On the operation by British under- 
takings of motorcoach trips on the Con- 
tinent, Mr. Taylor referred to the ‘ mis- 
guided efforts of certain Governments to 
make coach operation as difficult as 
possible.” 

Mr. Rowland C. Moore, Member of the 
Council, proposing the health of the 


583 


guests, said that successive Governments 
had not given road passenger transport a 
square deal. 

Lord Mancroft then 
guests. 


replied for the 
Amongst others present were: — 


Mr. J. Amos, Major Tufton Beamish, Messrs. 
R. P. Beddow, J. M. Birch, R. W. Birch, C. K, 
Bird, Sir Cyril Birtchnell, Mr. W. R. Black 

Sir Archibald Boyd, Messrs. G. Brook, 
A. F. R. Carling, F. W. Crews, B. R. A. 
Homfray Davies, T. G. Davies, Lord Douglas 
of Kirtleside, Messrs. H. C. Drayton, H. T. 
Dutfield, John Elliot, E. R. L. Fitzpayne, 

Mr. P. N. Gray, Sir James Helmore, Vis- 
count Hinchingbrooke, Mr. R. L. Howlett, 
Sir Gilmour Jenkins, Mr. S. Kennedy, 

Sir Alexander Maxwell, Messrs. H. K. Moore, 
Rowland C. Moore, Sir Harry Pilkington, the 
Duke of Richmond and Gordon, Messrs. W. 
Seddon, H. A. Short, 

Messrs. F. J. Speight, P. G. Stone-Clark, 
J. C. Sword, Lord Teynham, Messrs. J. W. 
Watkins, T. R. Williams, J. S. Wills, Geoffrey 
Wilson, J. W. Womar, H. Yates, Major-General 
B. K. Young 


London Transport Garage at Stockwell 


Building of reinforced concrete arched construction 
providing maintenance facilities for 200 buses 


The new London Transport garage at 
Stockwell has been constructed as part 
of the recently completed scheme to re- 
place London’s remaining trams by buses 
and has been in part use since April 1952. 
Work on the project is now reaching the 
final stages and the garage is about to 
be brought into full use, giving covered 
parking space for 200 buses, with all 
necessary facilities for inspection, fuelling, 
maintenance and repair work, operating 
offices, staff rooms, and so on. 

It is constructed basically in reinforced 
concrete arches to avoid the necessity for 
intermediate supports. Offices and staff 
rooms have been placed in a separate 
block. Buses enter the garage by a private 


access road which serves as a reservoir for 
vehicles and prevents traffic congestion in 
the public road. Refuelling and servicing 
are carried out at islands immediately in- 
side the entrance and washing by machines 
placed just beyond the islands. Three 
vehicle exits are provided into another 
public road. 

The main building is 392 ft. long and 
constructed of reinforced concrete arched 
ribs spanning 194 ft. connected by arched 
vaults spanning 42 ft. to give nine bays 
and an uninterrupted floor space of 73,350 
sq. ft. 

To afford maximum natural light, the 
spandrels of the barrels and end arches 
were filled with vertical patent glazing. 





View of part of the interior of Stockwell Garage, showing the large unobstructed 
floor space available 
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The docking and repair annexe is in rein- 
forced concrete, independently framed. 
Artificial lighting is by fluorescent con- 
tinuous-beam side fittings which follow the 
arch of the main ribs, and is boosted, over 
the fuelling bays and rota pits, by high- 
level batteries of tubes in the decklights. 
In the garage and docking areas, floors are 
of granolithic on reinforced concrete slabs: 
around the parking area is a 5 ft. 6 in. high 


rendered dado painted with an oil and 
water resisting rubber-based paint. while 
the docking area has dadoes of blue 


and welfare 
square terrazzo 


faience tiles. In the operating 
block. floors are of 12 in. 
tiles with either glazed tiled or in-situ 
terrazzo dadoes, walls above dado level 
being plastered and painted. Staircases 
are in reinforced concrete with in-situ 
terrazzo treads and risers, and wrought- 
iron balustrades. 

The heating and ventilation schemes for 
the garage were designed under the super- 


vision of Mr. H. Carter, A.M.I.C.E., 
M.1.Struct.E.. New Works Engineer, 
London Terinsport. 

The heating, which is thermostatically- 


controlled to suit the outside temperature, 
is by low-pressure hot water circulated by 
pumps from the boiler house, in which 
the boilers are automatically stoked. In 
the docking area are radiant panels in 
the ceiling along the soffits between the 
beam sides and decklights, and the pits 
are individually warmed by heating coils. 


Maintenance Services 

Three machines for washing backs and 
sides of buses, together with a roof wash- 
ing machine, are to be provided in due 
course beyond the fuelling islands. The 
steel gantry, to support these and_ the 

vacuum stand pipes, is suspended from the 
arches by steel tubes. 

Vacuum cleaning facilities are provided 
by a 40 h.p. installation in the main ser 
vicing area, which allows eight operators 
to work simultaneously, enabling both decks 
of a bus to be cleaned at the same time 
on each of the four servicing approaches. 

A ring main feeds the docking area and 
associated workshops with compressed air 
at approximately 90 lb. per sq. in., while 
high pressure, at 200 Ib. per sq. in., is 
provided for tyre inflation. The installa- 
tion is fed from a set of three compressors, 
each of 24 c.f.m. capacity at 200 Ib. per 
sq. in., the lower pressure being provided 
to the ring main by single reducing valves. 

Used oil from the docking area is 
gravity fed to an adjacent underground 
tank, from where it is transferred by a 
float-controlled electrically-operated pump- 
ing system to storage tanks, pending dis 
posal. 

The repair pits incorporate built-in 
hydraulic jacks, each installation com- 
prising ier independently operated jacks 
with 12 in. lift. A 10 ton single post 
hydraulic lift in an adjacent cubicle en- 
ables complete vehicles to be raised while 
their undersides are cleaned by steam jets. 

Principal contractors for the new garage 
were Wilson Lovatt & Sons Ltd. 


The sub-contractors included:— 


Foundations ... Cementation Co. Ltd. 
Sprinklers Mather & Platt Limited 
Faience Wiggins-Sankey & Co. Ltd. 


Glazed partitions, win- Mellowes & Co. Ltd. 


dows and window 

furniture 
Patent glazing Williams & Williams Limited 
Boilers Prior Stokers Limited 


Electric light fixtures Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical 


Co. Ltd. 

Sanitary fittings, Door W. N. Froy & Sons Ltd. 

furniture 
Rolling shutters Mather & Platt Limited 
G. Brady Limited 
Semtex Limited 
A.C.E. Machinery Limited 
J. Bellamy Limited 
Tecalemit Limited 


Plastic tiles 
Hoists 
Fuel tanks 
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Parliamentary Notes 


Locomotive Contracts for India 
(Oxford—C.) 
of Commons on 
November 6, when the debate on the 
Address was resumed, pointed out that 
British industry had last week lost one of 
the world’s largest contracts to Krupps of 
Essen, the Turkish Government contract 
for the Bosphorus bridge, and a very 
valuable contract for locomotives for 
India. He asked the reasons for failure 
to obtain in a friendly country like Turkey, 
and in India, which, after all. was a part of 
the British Commonwealth, those contracts, 
badly needed, which this country would be 
well able to fulfil. 

It was a problem, he continued, in the 
first place, of delivery dates. Britain was 
slow to realise that it was not just moving 
from a sellers’ market to a buyers’ market, 
but in the thick of a buyers’ market. He 
was not blaming the Government here 
because the Government, mercifully, was 
not, in the main, a trading concern, but 
he drew its attention to that situation. 

Secondly, in industry there was continual 
interference, however well meant, from 
Government departments to which our 
chief competitors in the export market 
were not subjected. Mr. Turner gave as 
one example, in the Indian contract, the 
greatest possible difficulties put in the way 
of importing prototypes of some essential 
greasing equipment, with long delays 
during the inevitable wrangle whether such 
a prototype should attract import duty. In 
fact, such was the delay that this piece of 
equipment had to be made in Philadelphia. 

The position with regard to Government 
departments had improved, but whereas a 
few years.back Britain could afford the 
luxury of officialdom in business, this was 
not so today, and he urged the Government 
to consider as a matter of urgency the 
more rapid removal of many remaining 
controls in the export field. 


Turner 
House 


Mr. Laurence 
speaking in the 


Transport Costs in the Highlands 
Mr. James Stuart (Secretary of State for 
Scotland) said on November 10 in answer 
to a question on freight rates from and to 
the Highlands that the Committee on 
Highland transport costs was not in favour 
of railway flat rates. Its recommendations 
on railway charges already had been 
brought to the notice of the B.T.C., which 
was preparing a draft charges scheme for 

submission to the Transport Tribunal. 
Later, he said that the B.T.C. undertook 
to consider the report of the Cameron 
Committee on Highland transport in 
framing its charges scheme under the 
Transport Act of 1947, and that the com- 
mittee’s recommendations on charges were 

primarily matters for the Commission. 


Security of Mailbags on Railways 

Mr. L. D. Gammans (Assistant Post- 
master General) questioned in the House 
of Commons on November 11 about the 
theft of mailbags in transit stated that of 
some 350 million bags in transit, 734 were 
recorded as missing during the year to 
October 31, 1953. In the previous year 
the figure was 685. 

Mr. W. R. Williams (Droylsden—Lab.) 
said it was time that, with British Rail- 
ways, the G.P.O. should ensure that all 
railway mail vans were fitted with security 


cages not accessible to the travelling 
public. He also asked whether the 
Minister was satisfied that the arrange- 


ments on platforms, particularly at termini, 
were sufficient for security. 

Mr. Gammans replied that the Minister 
had made arrangements with the railways 
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to increase very rapidly the number o! 
vans with cages in them. 


In reply to Mr. Ronald Russell 
(Wembley S.—C.), Mr. Gammans. said 


that it would not be in the public interes 
to reveal details of security arrangements 
agreed between the Post Office and Britis! 
Railways for the security of mails; the 
were continuously adapted to meet the 
changing circumstances of the times. 


Rhodesia-S.W. Africa Railway 

Mr. J. G. Foster (Parliamentary Unde 
Secretary of State for Commonwealth 
Relations) said on November 12 in reply t 
Mrs. Eirene White (Flint E.—Lab.) that he 
believed a commercial engineering concer: 
was investigating the possibility of linkin: 
the Rhodesian and South-West African rail 
way systems. The interest of local Govern- 
ments in any such project, if it matured 
was obvious, but the question of thei: 
association with this particular proposal 
was premature. In the case of the Colonia! 
Development Corporation it would be for 
the Corporation Board to consider the 
matter in the first instance. 

Asked by Mrs. White to give an under- 
taking that, if this plan did not come to 
fruition, public representation of some kind 
would be provided, Mr. Foster replied that 
the Government would look after the 
public interest. 


. . . 
Questions in Parliament 
Conference of Transport Ministers 

Mr. Alan Lennox-Boyd (Minister of 
Transport) asked on November 11 by 
Mr. James Callaghan (Cardiff S. E—Lab.) 
to make a statement on the results of the 
recent conference of Transport Ministers 
held in Brussels wrote in reply that a 
protocol was signed by the representatives 
of the U.K. and 14 other countries 
establishing a European Conference of 
Ministers of Transport. This protocol 
would shortly be laid before Parliament as 
a White Paper. 

The conference was to consist of a 
Council of Ministers and a Committee of 
Deputies and its purposes would be to take 
measures to achieve the maximum use and 
the most rational development of European 
inland transport and to co-ordinate and 
promote the activities of international 
Organisations concerned therewith. 


Staff & Labour Matters 
Railway Wage Claims 
The Railway Staff National 
concluded on November 11 the 
of the claim by the three railway trade 
unions for a 15 per cent increase in the 
rates of pay of railway salaried and con- 
ciliation staff. The proceedings ended by 
each of the union advocates replying to 
the arguments against the claim which had 
been advanced by Mr. W. P. Allen, Chief 
of Establishment & Staff, British Transport 
Commission, and were summarised in last 
week’s issue. 
The decision 
awaited. 


Tribunal 
hearing 


of the Tribunal is now 


Engineering Workers’ Pay 

In protest against the rejection of the 
C.S.E.U. claim for an increase of 15 per 
cent in the rates of pay of engineering 
workers, electrical trades union shop 
stewards in the London area called on 
November 15 for a 24 hr. strike through- 
out the industry. The stewards meeting in 
private agreed to ask their executive to 
propose this action “as a first step” when 
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November 


the representatives of the 39 unions affili- 
ited to the C.S.E.U. met in London on 
November 19. 

Shipbuilding employers were to meet 
leaders of the C.S.E.U. on November 19 to 
give their final reply to the parallel claim 
for a lS per cent increase for shipyard 
workers. 


Busmen’s Wages and Standing Passengers 

The Minister of Transport has decided 
against a reduction in the maximum num- 
ber of standing passengers in road 
vehicles. Earlier in the year the Minister 
had proposed tentatively that — the 
number should be reduced from 
eight to five and invited the views of 
operators and the trade unions. The 
unions have urged a return to the prewar 
practice under which five standing passen- 
gers was the maximum, but the operators 
said that they could not afford to provide 
additional vehicles and staff. 

London Transport have a local agree- 
ment with T. & G.W.U. limiting stand- 
ing passengers to five and the Minister's 
decision does not affect this arrangement. 

Reference was made in last week's 
issue to a claim from the employers’ side 
of the National Council for the Omnibus 
Industry to be allowed to reduce wages by 
7s. 6d. a week because of a suggestion that 
the number of standing passengers in buses 
should be reduced. 


Disposal of Road Haulage 
Vehicles by B.T.C. 


First list of lots now issued 

Prospective buyers may now obtain par- 
ticulars of the vehicles included in list 
No. | of the total of some 32,500 which 
are to be sold by the British Transport 
Commission, as required by the terms of 
the Transport Act, 1953. The general dis- 
posal procedure was set out in our Octo- 
ber 16 issue. The first list totals 3,154 
vehicles and a number of garages and 
depots. A second list of vehicles and 
property for sale will be advertised on 
December 28 and a third towards the end 
of January. 

Of its total fleet of some 36,000 vehicles, 
the Commission will retain only about 
3,500—all that the Act allows—including 
as many long-distance vehicles as are per- 
mitted it and a substantial number of the 
specialised vehicles, now in the Special 
Traffics Division of British Road Services, 
which the B.T.C. will operate under the 
name of Pickfords. After the issue of a 
fourth, and possibly fifth, list there will 
still be about 20.000 vehicles and proper- 
ties for sale. Most will be general haulage 
vehicles and the rest specialised types. The 
Commission and the Road Haulage Dis- 
posal Board have to work out the general 
lines on which these 20.000 vehicles should 
be sold; the Act provides for alternative 
methods of disposal. Those who are in- 
terested in buying property of this type are 
asked to write to the Board, at Clive House, 
Petty France, London, S.W.1, stating 
merely at this stage the number and type 
of vehicles required, in which locality, and 
whether premises are required. The Board 
cannot promise that the wishes of prospec- 
tive buyers will always be met, but hopes 
that there will be many cases where the 
wishes of seller and buyer will coincide. 
The Act enioins that the best price is ob- 
tained for the whole undertaking and Sir 
Malcolm Trustram Eve, Chairman of the 
Road Haulage Disposal Board, has said 
that normally the highest price tendered 
will win. 
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Contracts & Tenders 


An order has been placed with the 
Cambrian Wagon & Engineering Co. Ltd., 
for five bogie covered cattle wagons, com- 
plete with wheels and axles. for use on the 
Nyasaland Railway. 


The following orders have been placed 
for rolling stock for use on the Nigerian 
Railway:-— 


Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage & Wagon 


Co. Ltd. : six bogie goods brake vans, type 
BVG 

Cravens Railway Carriage & Wagon Co. 
Ltd. : six bogie double-deck pig wagons. 


The vehicles will be built to the super- 
vision and inspection of the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies. 


British Railways, North Eastern Region, 
have placed orders as follows:— 


E. Davis (Fixers) Limited, York: 
of roof at Church Fenton station 

L. C. Abdale & Sons, Darlington: 
of new standard signal box, type D, 
Lane, Darlington 

Wellerman Bros. Ltd., Sheffield, 3 
of timber viaduct (Bridge 21 
Rishworth branch 


re-cladding 


erection 
Lingfield 


: demolition 
, Slitheroe Viaduct), 


British Railways, Southern Region, have 
placed the undermentioned contracts :— 

L. & W. Whitehead Limited, London, S.W.9: 
extension of substation, South Bermondsey 

Caffin & Co. Ltd., London, W.C.2: recon- 
struction of Forest Road Bridge and Watmore 
Lane Bridge, between Wokingham and Win- 
nersh Halt 

Rice & Son Ltd., Margate: 
tions, Whitstable & Tankerton 

The Demolition & Construction Co. Ltd., 
London, S.W.1: new substation, Blackfriars 

R. J. Barwick, Dover: renewal of platform 
roofing, Sittingbourne 


station renova- 


British Railways, London Midland 
Region, have placed the following con- 
tracts :>— 


Edward Wood & Sons Ltd., Derby: new 
gable wall and grain hoppers for the Docks & 


Inland Waterways Board at Barrow, Devon- 
shire Dock grain warehouse 
Wellerman Bros. Limited, Sheffield: con- 


struction of reinforced dock wall, extension at 
Block ““B” of the grain warehouse and of 
independent sponsons at Barrow, Devonshire 
Dock 

J. Dickinson & Co. (Bolton) Ltd., Bolton: 
reconstruction of the retaining wall at Bolton 
Great Moor Street passenger station 

Mellowes & Co. Ltd., Sheffield: renewal of 
the roof coverings with patent glazing at Monu- 
ment Lane carriage sheds 


Henry Hope & Sons Ltd., Smethwick: patent 


glazing at the electric locomotive shed at 
Reddish 
Edward Wood & Sons Ltd., Derby: general 


building work for the new machine shop and 
stores at Leicester Motive Power Depot 

British Challenge Glazing Company, London, 
E.15; patent plazing for the reconstruction of 
No. 1 engine shed roof at Wellingborough 
Motive Power Depot 


The Special Register Information Ser- 
vice of the Board of Trade, Export Services 
Branch, has been notified by the British 
Consulate-General at Louren¢o Marques of 
a call for tenders issued by the Direccao 
dos Servicos Portos, Caminhos de Ferro e 
Transportes, for :— 


One threading machine, which should con- 
form to the following main features :— 
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(a) maximum diameter on which it can cut 
threads 


on bolts +4 .. $in.-2 in. 
on pipes .. 4in.-3 in. 
(6) number of speeds .. nine. 


One machine for flanging tyres for locomotive 
wagon wheels which should conform to the 
following main features :— 

(a) minimum diameter of tyres 

reckoned on the tread <a we 
maximum diameter of tyres 
reckoned on the tread cn 
working pressure, notlessthan 25 
5 


—_ 

speed of rolling (approximately) 5 ft. per 
minute 
The machine is intended for flanging 


tyres on locomotives and wagon wheelsets 
to give a grip for the safety rings. The 
closing date for receipt of tenders is Decem- 
ber 15. A provisional deposit of Esc. 
10,000300 must be made by tenderers. 
One copy of the conditions of tender speci- 
fications (in Portuguese) is available on loan 
from the Export Services Branch, Lacon 
House, Theobalds Road, W.C.1. 


The Director General of Supplies & Dis- 
posals, Railway Stores Directorate, New 
Delhi, invites tenders as follows :— 

(a) 800 rings Britimp packing for piston rod 
(without garter spring) bore 3} in. C.L. for 
“XD ” class 

(6) 450 rings (copper) seamless metal joint to 
B.N. Railway C.M.E.’s standard cata- 
logue diagram No. 74 (BG) 

600 ditto, diagram No. 87 (BG) Alt. 1 
(c) 800 buffer casing (BG) 


Tenders should be submitted to the 
Director General of Supplies & Disposals, 
Shahjahan Road, Section SRI, New Delhi. 
quoting references SRI/16846-D/II for (a) 
SRI/16777-DII for (b); and SRI/16931- 
DIIl for (c), and will be received up to 


10 a.m. on November 26 (a), Decem- 
ber 2 (b), and December 4 (c). 
A copy of the tender form can be 


examined at the India Store Department, 
32-44, Edgware Road, London, W.2, on 
application to the Railway Branch, and the 
drawings can be seen at the offices of 
Hodges Bennett & Co. Ltd., 59-60, Petty 
France, London, S.W.1, from whom copies 
may be obtained if required at a fixed price 
per sheet. 


he United Kingdom Trade Commis- 
sioner at New Delhi has been notified by 
the Export Services Branch, Board of 
Trade, of a call for tenders issued by the 
Directorate General of Supplies & 
Disposals, New Delhi, for: 

200,000 keys, two-way (m.s.), non-removable 
type for steel sleepers 90R and 75 R/F.F./ 
B.S.S. 

339,240 keys, two-way (m.s.), non-removable 
type for steel sleepers 60R and 50 R/F.F.; 
B.S.S. 


The closing date for receipt of tenders 
is December 1. Tenders should be sent to 
the Directorate General of Supplies & Dis- 
posals, Shahjahan Road, New Delhi, to 
arrive not later than 10 a.m. on the closing 
date. One copy of the conditions of ten- 
der may be inspected in Room 801 at the 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds Road, 
VEC. 


The Special Register Information Ser- 
vices, Export Services Branch, Board of 
Trade reports that the United Kingdom 
Trade Commissioner at Delhi has notified a 
call for tenders issued by the Directorate 
General of Supplies & Disposals, Govern 
ment of India, for:— 
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163,000 keys, two-way, for CST /9 type plates 
sleepers for 90 R rails 

81,600 M.S. tie bars for CST/9 type plates 
sleepers ; 

28,500 keys m.s. left for trough sleepers for 
60 Ib. R.B.S. rails 

2,000 slide chairs overriding type 50 Ib. 
RFFBSS(M.S.) 

4,290 slide chairs overriding type 60 lb. 
RFFBSS (M.S.) 


The closing date for receipt of tenders 
is 10 a.m. on December 1. Tenders should 
be addressed to the Director General of 
Supplies & Disposals, Shahjahan Road, New 
Delhi. Urgent delivery is required. One 
copy of the conditions of tender together 
with relevant drawing will be available for 
loan in order of receipt of application to 
the Branch at Lacon House, Theobalds 
Road, London, W.C.1. 


The Director General of Supplies & Dis- 
posals, Railway Stores Directorate, New 
Delhi, is inviting tenders for the fol- 
lowing : — 

300 blocks brake engine for ‘‘ YB” and 
“YF” class locomotives 

11,370 blocks brake engine for *‘ A,” ‘* B,” 
Pp.’ “ F” and tank engine 

5,000 blocks brake tender for ‘* A,”’ *‘ B,” 
“Pp.” “°F” and tank engine 

15,700 blocks brake (MG) 

13,300 blocks brake, BTC type 


Tenders are to be submitted to the 
Director General of Supplies & Disposals, 
Shahjahan Road (Section SRI). New Delhi, 
quoting reference SRI/17067-D/II, and 
will be received up to 10 a.m. on Decem- 
ber 8. 

A copy of the tender form can be 
examined at the India Store Department, 
32-44, Edgware Road, London, W.2, on 
application to the Railway Branch and the 
drawings can be seen at the offices of 
Hodges Bennett & Co. Ltd., 59-60, Petty 
France, London, $.W.1, from whom copies 
may be obtained if required at a fixed price 
per sheet. 


The Special Register Information Ser- 
vice, Export Services Branch, Board of 
Trade, has been notified by the United 
Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Johan- 
nesburg of a call for tenders issued by the 
Stores Department of the South African 
Railways for the supply of the following 
fastenings for check rail chairs and 
buttresses : — 

36,000 special X4 bolts, complete with ap- 
proved lock nuts for 81 lb. track, to drawing 
type E.2094 

90,000 special X5 bolts, complete with ap- 
proved lock nuts, for 61 lb. track, to drawing 
type E.1031 

The above bolts and nuts are to be in accord- 
ance with specification CCE1/19-1953 for 
quality of steel only, otherwise strictly in accord- 
ance with specification CCE1 /11-1953 

10,000 buttress bolts 24 in. x } in. dia. (T- 
head and square neck), complete with nuts 
and spring washers for 61 lb. track, to drawing 
type E.1031 

18,000 wedge bolts, marked W 23 in. x 
in. dia., complete with nuts and spring washers, 
for 80 lb. track to drawing type E 383/ 1 

4,000 wedge bolts, 2 in. x } in. Cia. complete 
with approved locknuts, for 60 Ib. track to 
drawing type E.174/3 

The above, bolts and nuts (Items 3 to 5) are 
to be strictly in accordance with specification 
CCE1 /11-1953, and the spring washers speci- 
fication CCE1 21-1950 

36,000 special G2 gauge clips for 81 lb. track 
to drawing type E.2094: (a) rolled steel to 
specification CCE1/10-1951; (6) drop stamped 
steel to specification CCE1 /27-1951 

80,000 special 6Y gauge clips, for 61 lb. track 
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to drawing type E.1031: (a) rolled steel to 
specification CCE1/10-1951; (6) drop stamped 
steel to specification CCE1 /27-1951 

2,000 special 6A gauge clips for 60 Ib. track, 
to drawing type E.174/3: (a) rolled steel, to 
specification CCE1 /10-1951; (6) drop stamped 
steel to specification CCE] /27-1951 

The closing date for the receipt of 
tenders is 9 a.m. on December 10 and 
tenders must be enclosed in a sealed enve- 
lope, inscribed on the outside “ Tender No. 
A.6928: Fastenings for Check Rail Chairs 
and Buttresses,” and addressed to the Chair- 
man of the Tender Board, P.O. Box 7784, 
Johannesburg. Additional information may 
be obtained from the Chief Stores Superin- 
tendent, S.A.R. Room 401, Park Chambers, 
Rissik Street, Johannesburg. Tenderers 
quoting for goods to be imported are 
required to quote for delivery both F.O.B./ 
F.A.S. and free on rail, in bond. A copy 
of the specifications and conditions of 
tender may be inspected in Room 801, 
Lacon House, Theobalds Road, London, 
W.C.1. An additional copy is available for 
loan in order of receipt of application. 








Notes and News 


Cost Accountant Required.—Applications 
are invited for the post of cost accountant, 
required by the Nigerian Government 
Railway, for tour of 12 to 24 months in 
the first instance. See Official Notices on 
page 587. 


Transportation Club Dinner.—Mr. E. H. 
Lever, Chairman of the Steel Company of 
Wales, will be the principal guest at a 
dinner of the Transportation Club, which 
will be held this evening, Friday, at 
44, Wilton Crescent, London, S.W.1, at 7 
for 7.30 p.m. 


British Railways Coal, Iron and Steel 
Traffic.—British Railways’ coal carryings 
last week were again up on those of the 
corresponding week last year. In the 48 
hr. ended 6 a.m. on November 16, 386,820 
tons of deep-mine and opencast coal were 
cleared, making a total of 3,318,100 tons 
for the week. During the week ended 
November 7, 215,540 tons of iron and steel 
from the principal steelworks and 288,200 
tons of iron ore were conveyed. 


“The Poltergeist”.—The 
Railway (London) Dramatic Society on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday last 
presented Frank Harvey’s play, “The 
Poltergeist,” at the Fortune’ Theatre, 
W.C.2. The high reputation which this 
Society has long enjoyed was enhanced by 
the production, which was in the able 
hands of Mr. Arthur E. Clapp, who also 
played the leading part of Joe Harris. The 
Prestcott family was admirably portrayed 
by Mr. James Hadow and the Misses 
Phyllis Griffiths, Gill Harvey and Margaret 
Blay. Mr. Charles Moody gave a good 
representation of Vincent Ebury, the psychic 
investigator. Smaller parts which, never- 
theless, were of a very high standard, were 
taken by Miss Linda Bryant as Olive 
Venner, Mr. Oscar Whitaker as Bobby 
Ashley and Mr. James Lightfcot as Tom 
Copplestone. 


Great Western 


John I. Thornycroft & Co. Ltd.—The con- 
solidated trading balance of John I. 
Thornycroft & Co. Ltd., for the year ended 
July 31 was £606,773 (£612,049). After 
adjustment for taxation, addition of 
balance brought forward and deductions 
for net interim dividends, £996,955 
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(£447,340) remains. The directors recon 
mend final dividends, less income tax, oj 
3 per cent on the cumulative preference 
shares, 5} per cent on the participatin 
preferred ordinary shares, and 10 per cent 
on the ordinary shares. The balance 
carried forward is £743,865. 


Kowloon-Canton Railway Locomotive.- 
The engine on the turntable illustrated in 
the article on the Kowloon-Canton Rail 
way on page 410 of our October 9 issue 
is not, as was stated in error, a: 
U.N.R.R.A. standard locomotive, but an 
ex-W.D. standard “austerity” 2-8-0. 


London Transport Dramatic Club.—On 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, Novembe: 
26, 27 and 28, the London Transport 
Dramatic Club will present “The Hollow, 
by Agatha Christie, at the Rudolf Steine: 
Theatre, 33, Park Road, London, N.W.1, 
at 7 p.m. 


Hale & Hale (Tipton) Limited.—The group 
trading profit of Hale & Hale (Tipton) 
Limited for the year to August 4 is 
£124,469 (£143,717). Net profit is £49,202. 
With the addition of £32,774 brought 
forward and deductions of dividends, 
a balance carried forward results of £39,770 
(£32,774). 


Passenger Service to be Withdrawn from 
Menthorpe Gate Station, North Eastern 
Region.—Passenger services will be with- 
drawn on and from December 7 from 
Menthorpe Gate Station. Parcels traffic 
will be dealt with at Cliff Common Station 
and delivered from that point. No altera- 
tion will be made to the method of dealing 
with goods traffic and through loads of 
livestock traffic by goods train. 


English Electric Co. Ltd. Issue——The Eng- 
lish Electric Co. Ltd. proposes to issue 
3,538,731 ordinary shares of £1 each in 
capitalisation of reserves. The shares, 
which will be issued by renounceable allot- 
ment letter, will be allotted in the propor- 
tion of one new ordinary share for every 
£2 of ordinary stock held at the close of 
business on November 9, The new shares 
will be converted into stock, which will 
rank pari passu in all respects with the 
existing ordinary stock of the company. 
Consent of the Capital Issues Committee 
has been obtained to the issue. An extra- 
ordinary general meeting to pass the neces- 
sary resolutions will be held on Decem- 
ber 3. 


Automatic Left Luggage Lockers at 
Paddington.— Automatic left luggage 
lockers were inaugurated at Paddington 


Station, Western Region, on November 16. 
A block of 32 lockers is provided, each 
locker being 18 in. high, 16} in. wide, and 
29 in. deep and capable of holding a 
medium size suitcase with other small 
articles. Their provision is an innovation 
in the Western Region and arrangements 
are in hand for the installation of similar sets 
of lockers at Cardiff General, Cardiff Queen 
Street, Plymouth, Birmingham Snow Hill, 
and Chippenham. Keys are obtainable by 
insertion of a  sixpence; users, after 
placing their parcels in a locker, may hold 
the key and retain possession for 24 hr., 
after which period an excess charge will 
be made when the articles are recovered 
from the left luggage office. 


Pelton Station to Close.—Pelton Station, 
North Eastern Region, will close to all 
traffic on and from December 7. Facilities 
for parcels traffic, freight smalls or full 
load traffic requiring delivery are available 
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The engagement of persons answering Situations 
Vacant advertisements must be made through a 
Local Office of the Ministry of Labour or a 
Scheduled Employment Agency if the applicant is a 
man aged 18-64 inclusive or a woman aged 18-59 
inclusive unless he or she, or the employment, is 
excepted from the provisions of the Notification of 
Vacancies Order, 1952. 


D RAUGHTSMEN, junior, with some experience 
in the preparation of engineering drawings for 
reproduction. Good lettering essential. London 
urea. Five-day week. Write, stating age, experi- 
ence and salary required, to Box 2, The Railway 
Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1. 








at Chester-le-Street, although through load 
not-carted traffic will be dealt with at 
Beamish. 


Seacroft Station Closing——On and from 
December 7 the passenger train service 
will be withdrawn from Seacroft Station, 
Eastern Region. Parcels traffic will be 
catered for at Skegness. 


Manchester-Continent Express Parcels 
Service-—Manchester traders now have a 
one day express service for their parcels 
traffic to the Continent via the Hook of 
Holland by British Railways. Customs 
delay at the ports is eliminated. Parcels 
traffic handed in at Manchester Central by 
11 a.m. can be delivered the following 
afternoon to many destinations such as 
Cologne, Koblenz, Karlsruhe, Hamburg 
and the principal towns in Holland. 


Crompton Parkinson Limited. — The 
directors of Crompton Parkinson Limited 
state that the much improved results for 
1952-53 justify a substantial increase in 
the distribution. They therefore recom- 
mend a final dividend and special cash 
bonus, each of 74 per cent, or double last 
year’s final payments, on the £3,096,547 
ordinary capital. The preliminary state- 
ment shows a rise of £367,934 to 
£2,058,871 in the consolidated net income 
struck before tax but after usual charges. 
The net income is £598,410 (£321,656); 
£360,825 (£258,215) is carried forward. 


Objective Attained by Steel Company of 
Wales Limited.—Attainment of the Steel 
Company of Wales Limited objective of 
30,000 tons of steel ingots a week, which 
was set when it embarked on the develop- 
ment project which included the recon- 
struction of the Margam works and the 
building of Abbey works was announced 
earlier this week. During the week ended 
November 15. the three melting shops at 
the Port Talbot, Margam, and Abbey 
works produced a total of 30,093 tons. 
This steel output was made possible by a 
record output from the blast furnace plant 
it Margam, which produced 18,364 tons 
of pig iron during the same week—the 
highest output of pig iron ever achieved 
there. 





Recruiting for Royal Engineers Trans- 
portation and Movements, A.E.R.—A 
recruiting tour of the London area in 
January, 1954, is planned by the head- 
quarters of the Army Emergency Reserve, 
R.E. (Transportation & Movement Con- 
trol), Longmoor. It is proposed to visit 
some passenger termini and important rail- 
way installations, also the Port of London 
Authority. The main exhibit on the 
recruiting tour will be the 18 ft. trailer 
shown at Longmoor on the Public Day, 
September 5; it houses an 00-gauge work- 
ing model railway and dock. In addition 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES 


C OsT ACCOUNTANT required by NIGERIA 

GOVERNMENT RAILWAY for tour of 12-24 
months, either (a) with prospect of pensionable 
employment at salary, etc., in the scale 4/50, 
rising to £1,480, a year, or (b) on temporary terms 
at salary, etc., in the scale £864, rising to £1,752, 
a year with gratuity at rate of £100 or £150 a year 
Commencing salary according to experience. Outfit 
allowance up to £60. Free passages for officer and 
wife and assistance towards cost of children’s pas- 
Sages or their maintenance in this country. Liberal 
leave on full salary. Candidates should be mem- 
bers of one of the recognised bodies of professional 
accountants. Write to the Crown Agents, 4, Mill- 
bank, London, S.W.1. State age, name in block 
letters, full qualifications and experience, and quote 
M3B/33211'RA Applicants serving with British 
Railways would be eligible for under 
terms (a) and should apply local 
officers 


secondment 
through their 
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J NTERNATIONAL RAILWAY ASSOCIATIONS. 

Notes on the work of the various associations 
concerned with International traffic, principally on 
the European Continent. 2s. By st 2s. 2d. The 
Railway Gazette, 33, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1. 


N.E.R.. HISTORY.—Twenty-Five Years of the 

— North Eastern Railway, 1898-1922. 
By R. Bell, C.B.E., Assistant General Manager, 
N.E.R. and L.N.E.R. Companies, 1922-1943. Full 
cloth. Cr. 8vo. 87 pages. 10s. 6d.—The Railway 
Gazette, 33 Tothill Street, London, S.W.1 


OUND VOLUMES.—We can arrange for readers’ 

copies to be bound in full cloth at a charge 
of 25s. per volume, post free. Send your copies to 
the SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT, Tothill Press Limited, 
33, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1. 








there will be a War Department three-ton 
vehicle as a mobile recruiting office, which 
also haul the trailer, besides posters and 
literature for distribution. 


Thomas Thomson Sons & Co. (Barrhead) 
Ltd.—The Waterproofing Co. Ltd. has 
changed its name to Thomas Thomson 
Sons & Co, (Barrhead) Ltd. The firm was 
founded in 1891 as the Waterproof 
Varnish & Wall Decoration Co. Ltd. An 
important railway contract which it exe- 
cuted in 1911 was the fitting out with 
Alhambrine of the Royal Delhi Durbar 
train. During the last war 120,000 wagon 
tarpaulins were supplied to the British rail- 
ways. he new name both honours the 
founder of the business and better repre- 
sents the wide range of products manu- 
factured. 


L.M.R. Block Signalling Classes: Technical 
Examinations.—Mr. S. G. Hearn, Operat- 
ing Superintendent, London Midland 
Region, supported by Mr. A. E. Hammett, 
Commercial Superintendent. Mr. S. T. 
Clayton, Assistant Motive Power Superin- 
tendent, and Mr. S. A. Fitch, Assistant 
Operating Superintendent, with other heads 
of sections in the Operating Department, 
presented the prizes and certificates to the 
winners in the terminal examinations for 
the 1952-53 winter session at a function at 
the Regional headquarters, Euston, on 
October 21. Last winter, block signalling 





classes were held on the L.M.R. at 30 
centres, comprising Preliminary, Inter- 
mediate, Signalmen’s, and Stationmasters’ 
classes, whilst 700 men sat for the 
examinations. 


Railway Exhibition at Peterborough.—A 
railway, exhibition, sponsored by British 
Railways, will be held in the Maxwell Art 
Gallery, Peterborough, from November 
28 to December 19, inclusive. The exhibi- 
tion, which will include models, photo- 
graphs, historical railway documents and 
examples of poster art, will be opened by 
Sir John Benstead, Deputy Chairman, 
British Transport Commission. Admission 
to the exhibition will be free. 


Mechanical Aids in Package Handling.— 
Much can be done to improve the handling 
of packaging materials and filled containers 
during movement from one part of the 
factory to another or during the loading 
on to vans or wagons. Manual handling, 
however experienced the operator, is 
expensive in time and labour and the use 
of an efficient system of mechanical hand- 
ling generally results in a reduction of acci- 
dents with a consequent greater safety to 
the Operatives and less damage to the 
goods. With this in mind the British 
Standards Institution has prepared a sec- 
tion of the Packaging Code (B.S. 1133, 
Section 4) dealing with mechanical aids in 
package handling. Copies of this section of 


Mr. S. G. Hearn presenting an award to a successful candidate in the London 
Midland Region block signalling classes technical examinations 
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the Code may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, Sales Branch, 2, Park 
Street, London, W.1, price 6s. 


Forthcoming Meetings 


November 21 (Sat.).—Stephenson Locomo- 
tive Society, Leeds Centre, at the 
Y.M.C.A.. Albion Place, at 2.30 p.m. 
Paper on “A new railway map,” by 
Dr. A. Barnett. 

November 21 (Sat.). 
tive Society, 
18, Lovaine 
at 6.30 p.m. 


Stephenson Locomo- 
North Eastern Centre, at 
Place, Newcastle-on Tyne, 
Paper on “ British Rail- 


ways’ standard locomotives,” by Mr. 
Alan Wright. 

November 24 (Tue.).—Institution of Civil 
Engineers, at Great George Street, 
Westminster, London, S.W.1, at 5.30 
p.m. Paper on “ Bridge investigation 


Ceylon Government 
Mr. Conrad Gribble. 
November 24 (Tue.).—Institute of Fuel, at 
the Institution of Mechanical En- 
gineers, Storey’s Gate, St. James’s 
Park, London, S.W., at 5.30 p.m., tea at 
5 p.m. Paper on “Conservation of the 
Nation’s fuel and power,” by Dr. 
F. M. H. Taylor. 
November 24 (Tue.). 


Railways,” by 


Institute of Trans- 
port, Birmingham Graduate & 
Student Society, at the Chamber of 
‘Commerce, Birmingham, at 6.45 p.m. 


Paper on “Transport and the tyre 
industry,” by Mr. F. Assinder, Dunlop 
Rubber Co. Ltd. 

November 24 (Tue.).—Institute of Trans- 
port, Newcastle Graduate & Student 
Society, at the Railway Literary In- 
stitute, Newcastle, at 7 p.m. Paper 
on “Some aspects of the law and 
inland transport,” by Mr. T. H. 


Campbell Wardlaw. 

November 25 (Wed.).—Permanent Way In- 
stitution, London Section, at the 
British Transport Commission Head- 
quarters, 222, Marylebone Road, Lon- 
don, N.W.1, at 6.45 p.m. Joint meet- 
ing with Guildford Section. Discus- 
sion between Chief Permanent Way 
Inspectors. 

‘November 25 (Wed.).—Stephenson Loco- 
motive Society. Midland Area, at 71. 
Edmund Street, Birmingham, at 7.15 
p.m. Paper on “ Locomotive power,” 
by Mr. R. Howard. 

November 25 (Wed.).—Institute of Trans- 
port, Education Discussion Group, 
London, at 80, Portland Place, W.1. 
“Transport finance and accounting: 
its place and treatment in the Insti- 
tute’s examination scheme.” Openers: 
Mr. R. E. G. Brown and Mr. C. F. W. 
Saunders. 

November 26 (Thu.). 
Western Region, 
Debating Society, 


British Railways, 
London Lecture & 
in the Headquarters 


Staff Dining Club, Bishop’s Bridge 
Road, Paddington, W.2, at 5.45 p.m. 
Debate with Oxford University Rail- 
way Society. 

November 26 (Thu.).—Cambridge Uni- 
versity Railway Club, at Corpus 
Christi College. Paper on “ Modern 


methods of track 
military and civil 
tain P. M. Olver. 
November 27 (Fri.).—Railway Club annual 
dinner at the Danish Club, 
62, Knightsbridge, London, S.W.1, at 


construction on 
railways,” by Cap- 


7 p.m. 

November 27 (Fri.).—Institute of Trans- 
port, Glasgow Discussion Group, at 
302, Buchanan Street, at 5.45 p.m. 
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November 27 (Fri.).—Institute of Trans- 
port, Nottingham Graduate & Student 


Society, at City Transport Offices, at 
7 p.m. Paper on “ Safety in railway 
signalling,” by Mr. K. E. Brown. 


November 30 (Mon.).—Institute of Trans- 
port, Berks, Bucks & Oxon Section, in 
the Board Room, 32 Thorn Street, 
Reading, at 7 p.m. Paper on “The 
possibilities of passenger transport by 
rail,” by Mr. L. W. Ibbotson. 

December 1 (Tue.).—British Railways, 
Southern Region, Lecture & Debating 
Society, at C hapter House, St. Thomas 
Street, London Bridge, S.E.1, at 5.45 
for 6 p.m. Paper on “ Problems and 
prospects in British air transport,” 
illustrated by lantern slides, by Mr. 


November 20, 1953 


in the British Railways Social & Re- 


creation Club, Ellis Court, Leeds City 
North Station, at 7 p.m. Annual 
General Meeting. 

December 2 (Wed.).—Railway Students’ 


Association, at the London Transport 
(South Kensington) Club, at 6.15 for 
7 p.m. Annual dinner and dance, 

December 2 (Wed.).—British Steel Found- 
ers’ Association, at Claridges Hoicl, 
Brook Street, W.1. Banquet. 

December 4 (Fri.).—Railway Club, at 37, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C.4, at 7 p.m. 
Paper on “The Leicester and Swan- 
nington Railway,” by Mr. C. R. 
Clinker. 

December 4 (Fri.).—Stephenson Locom 
tive Society, at 32, Russell Road, Lon- 


Peter P. Masefield, Chief Executive, don, W.14, at 6.45 p.m. Illustrated 
B.E.A. talk, “ By Tummel & Loch Rannoch 
December | (Tue.).—Permanent Way In- (West Highland Line),” by Mr. A. G. 
stitution, Leeds and Bradford Section, Dunbar. 
. 
Railway Stock Market 
Although still very active, particularly French railway sterling bonds became 
in the industrial sections, stock markets more active with Midi 4 per cents at 84xd. 
were less robust, because the recent big Among Indian stocks, Barsi were active 
advance in prices attracted much profit- up to 1204 on estimates that the break-up 
taking, which is, of course, regarded as a value of the stock, based on assumptions 
healthy sign. Some company results have as to the amount of the takeover pay-out 
disappointed market hopes of higher by the Indian Government, may prove to 
dividends, and this has come as a warning be much in excess of the current price of 
that a number of shares may very well _ the stock. 
have advanced too strongly. In some Costa Rica second debentures have 
instances yields are now littlke more than) marked 51} and Chilian Northern 5 per 


4$ per cent, which can only be justified if 
dividends are raised. The general tendency 
to less conservative dividend payments is 
regarded in the City as welcome and long 
Overdue because in some cases an 
extremely small proportion of profits has 
been paid out in dividends in recent years. 

On the other hand, a few companies 
have recently raised dividends despite 
lower profits and these increases can only 
be justified if there are reasonable pros- 
pects of earnings rising in the future. The 
big rise in industrial share values in recent 
months is now being followed by much 
more selective demand, because investors 
are attempting to assess long-term as well 
as near-term prospects. British Funds 
have not quite held best prices this week. 


but were active and again higher on 
balance. There was an extremely big 
turnover in United Steel shares with 
exceptionally heavy selling by “stag” 
speculators. 

Foreign rails have been rather more 
active, with Dorada ordinary stock in 
demand around 60. 

There was a good turnover in Manila 


Railway issues on growing hopes of moves 
during the next few months for a settle- 
ment in respect of the big arrears of in- 
terest Outstanding in respect of the com- 
pany’s holding of Manila Railroad bonds. 
Manila Railway issues have not quite 
held best levels, but the “A” debentures 
were active around 86, while the preference 
shares were 9s. 3d. and the Is. ordinary 
shares changed hands up to 4s. 44d. 
Activity in the ordinary shares is due 
largely to estimates as to their break-up 
value should it be decided at some future 
date to go into voluntary liquidation. 


United of Havana stocks were active 
and higher following a report from 


Havana that the contract sale terms for 
payment to stockholders had been pub- 
lished and that the deal will be finalised 
and signed this month. The 4 per cent 
“A” and “B” stocks were both up to 954 
with the 5 per cent second income stock at 
394 and the consolidated stock 6}. 


cent first debentures 30. Barranquilla Rail- 
way 10s. shares marked Is. 9d. 

International of Central America com- 
mon shares $16 and the 5 per cent preferred 
stock $92. Brazil Railway bonds have 
changed hands around 6}. 

Nyasaland Railways 34 per cent deben 
tures at 75 and Emu Bay 5 per cent deben- 
tures at 10%. Taltal shares were 14s. 9d 
and Nitrate Rails shares 21s. 3d. In other 
directions, Antofagasta ordinary eased to 
8$ and the preference stock was 43. 
Mexican Central “A” debentures kept firm 


at 81. San Paulo ordinary units were 
Ss. 3d. 
Buyers were in evidence for White Pass 


no par value shares at $273 with the con- 
vertible debentures also higher at £994. 

Canadian Pacifics improved to $43; the 4 
per cent preference stock was £70 and the 4 
per cent debentures £84}xd. 

Road transport shares 
active, with Southdown 
Riding 27s. 9d. 
52s. 6d. Devon 
around 27s. 6d. 


became more 
30s. 6d., West 
and Lancashire Transport 

General changed hands 
Potteries Motor Traction 
marked 25s. 9d. and Provincial Traction 
4s. shares 7s. 3d. B.E.T. deferred units 
showed activity around the higher level of 
36s. 3d. 

Engineering and kindred sections were 
quieter because of the wage demands. 
Guest Keen changed hands around 53s.xd.. 
T. W. Ward eased to 82s. 6d., Tube Invest 
ments were 63s. 6d. following the chair- 
man’s annual statement, while Cammell 
Laird 5s. shares, after rising further on the 
company’s decentralisation plan, eased to 
13s. 6d. Babcock & Wilcox at 46s. 9d. re- 


flected a little selling. Vickers were 
51s. 6d. and John Brown 37s. 6d. 
Among shares of locomotive builders 


and engineers, Beyer Peacock came back 
to 30s. 9d. Charles Roberts 5s. shares were 
18s. 3d., Hurst Nelson 41s. 104d., Birm- 
ingham Carriage 3ls. 74d. and North 
British Locomotive 13s. 3d. Wagon Repairs 
5s. shares were 15s. 44d.xd, Gloucester 
Wagon 10s. shares 16s, 3d. and Vulcan 
Foundry 24s. 3d. 
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